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Thumbs
up for
best dad

A stunning spectacle of 100 trucks
in convoy paid tribute to popular
colleague and family man Stuart
Baker, 59, on Wednesday 11 May.

His son Aaron, pictured,
proudly drove his Dad’s beloved
Kenworth T900 at the head of
the procession from Hallam to
Bunurong Memorial Park.

More on page 6
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Critical shortage

By Jonty Ralphsmith

There are concerns of a critical staff shortage
at Dandenong Hospital.

Rowville MP Kim Wells addressed the mat-
ter in parliament on Monday 3 May, asking:
“When will the government fund enough
nursing staff at Dandenong Hospital to open
up hospital beds and stop ambulance delays?*“

Mr Wells also referenced a Rowville con-
stituent who waited 23 hours in the emergen-
cy department and was then transferred to a
room with two close contacts of a confirmed
Covid-19 case, who both also came back posi-
tive, making Mr Wells a close contact.

autObarn

The constituent, Shane from Rowville,
spoke further about the matter to Star News,
saying that after the initial incident, he was
nearly put in a similar situation.

A decision was made to put him in a room
with others awaiting PCR results - if they were

positive, he would again have been a close
contact.

Shane made a formal objection which pre-
vented the process from possibly repeating
itself.

The ordeal, which also resulted in him ini-
tially being in the gastro ward to get him out of
the emergency department, convinced Shane
there was a staffing and bedding shortage.

Those beliefs were confirmed to him via
conversations with the nursing staff.

“I said 'there appears to be a problem with
Covid-19 patients’ and I was told they simply
don’t have enough beds.

“They were struggling and 1 was told by
a nurse that they've got a 26 bed ward there
that’s closed purely because they don't have
enough staff to open it.“

Shane also witnessed some nurses getting
“short with each other”, which he attributed to
their stress.

“I spoke to quite a few of them and I heard
not one positive about the State Government,“

he said.

“They hold the state government directly
accountable for the situation — bed and staff
shortage — they find themselves in.“

Shane was sent to Dandenong Hospital on
Saturday 19 March with a lung infection that
kept him hospitalised for six days - while he
still has follow-ups scheduled, Shane is now
on the mend and back at work.

Mr Wells’ facts that underpinned his ques-
tion came from the constituent, Shane from
Rowville.

But the Department of Health claims that
Mr Wells’ statement regarding the staffing
shortages is wrong.

Continued page 4
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NEWS

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

An academic threatened by his Prime Minister
is among the first intake of Cambodian refu-
gees into Australia for decades.

Dr Sary Seng, now settled in Noble Park,
went into hiding after Prime Minister Hun Sen
publicly declared he'd send someone to kill
him, he says.

In March, Dr Seng, a Buddhist monk
Sovanndy Sim and two families linked to the
Cambodian-based media outlet Radio Free
Asia were each offered refuge by Australia.

They received an offshore Emergency Res-
cue refugee visa while at the Cambodian-Thai
border.

That particular visa type is rarely offered
by Australia, says Dandenong-based migra-
tion agent Thay Horn Yim who assisted their
cause.

“It has been more than a few decades since
Australia has accepted Cambodian refugees
from Cambodia or from Thailand.”

Dr Seng’s exile was sparked by a media in-
terview in which he was asked to detail the
political forces required to change the Govern-
ment.

He says he was not overtly calling for the
Government’s removal, but he was then linked
to the Opposition’s “counter revolution”.

“The Prime Minister announced they’ll
send someone to kill me or arrest me.”

Bold ‘hero finds refuge

Three hours later, four uninvited men vis-
ited his apartment in Thailand - fortunately
while Dr Seng had gone out for dinner.

He then went into hiding at friend’s homes.
Soldiers still regularly harassed his wife at their
family home in Cambodia about his where-
abouts.

“Even though Hun Sen later said he was
happy to take it back, the damage was done.

“If I returned to Cambodia, I don't know if
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Cambodian refugee and academic Dr Sary Seng and migration agent Thay Horn Yim.

I'll be arrested or not. With this Government,
there are no guarantees.”

Mr Yim said Dr Seng had been “brave’,
and “not scared to tell the truth” about the
regime’s land-grabs from farmers and people
being marginalised for not aligning with the
regime.

“I was worried about his arrest and [ com-
municated with him.

“Once the PM made that announcement,
I thought his supporters would find and kill

him. They're not concerned about civil rights.

“They behave not like a democracy, but a
dictatorship. They control media, they don’t
want people to challenge how they operate.”

The Prime Minister “walked back” Dr Seng’s
case only because of embarrassment. His re-
marks had sparked outrage, including censure
from the US and Australian ambassadors, Mr
Yim said.

Dr Seng has worked as a researcher in Cam-
bodia and Thailand for about 20 years.

His study fields include the exploitation of
about 2 million Cambodian illegal immigrants

Three-Year-Old
Kuinder: the best start
for Victorian kids.

To dream big, our kids need the best start in life.

Education

and Training

Enrolments are opening now for Three-Year-Old Kinder in 2023.

Children are eligible for between 5 and 15 hours per week of funded
Three-Year-Old Kinder, no matter where they live.

Find your local kinder program at vic.gov.au/kinder

in Thailand, HIV-Aids outbreaks and displace-
ment of locals in tourist precincts.

“At first, the Government wasn't worried
about my research. They just cared about
maintaining the power,” he says.

“I personally liked to do that research. It's
not just a job but I can learn something.”

After the politically-motivated assassina-
tion of activist Kem Ley in 2016, Dr Seng be-
came more outspoken and attracted media
attention.

In 2019, the Cambodian People’s Party gov-
ernment regarded him as a “problem maker”.
His Cambodian university job was “terminat-
ed”.

After two years, the unemployed researcher
took up an academic research post in Thailand
to support his family. And continued to criti-
cise the Cambodian regime’s

Dr Seng is now hopeful of soon having his
wife and four daughters settle with him in Aus-
tralia.

“I feel OK about their physical safety but

mentally, my wife is not really happy. She’s re-
ally disturbed by these people.”

He opted to be close to the long-established
Cambodian community in the Springvale re-
gion.

He's become an adviser for the community’s
Buddhist Monk Council, to help heal political
divisions reflected in his homeland.

He's also been accepted as an unpaid hon-
orary research fellow at Melbourne University.
He hopes to get other work to help support his
family overseas.

“I do feel the way I contribute to the com-
munity here is welcomed and worthwhile.

“They try to assist me in my resettlement
here. I feel appreciated.”

But Mr Yim says Dr Seng is being “a bit
humble”.

“We feel like he’s a hero.”
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Dom Boccari says the Dandenong air monitoring station is too far from the offensive industry zone two kilometres away. 280666
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‘Offensive’ industry

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

Greater Dandenong Council and residents are
calling for greater monitoring of the putrid air
reportedly wafting from the ‘offensive indus-
try’ zone (IZ2) in Dandenong South.

Currently, the Environment Protection Au-
thority Victoria (EPA) has a fixed air-monitor-
ing station in Greaves Reserve, Dandenong,
which provides real-time air quality data on a
public website.

It's about two kilometres north of the [Z2
— too far away to effectively warn households
and schools in Dandenong South and Keys-
borough that surround the zone, say residents.

“There’s a lot of homes and a state govern-
ment school between that station and the in-
dustrial 2 zone,” says Keysborough resident
Dom Boccari.

The current air-testing regime gave “no
comfort” to residents in Keysborough who
are plagued by lingering, identified “organic”
odours from the zone several times a month.

“Why don't we know what it is? It's not get-
ting tested and we don’t know what it is.”

Mr Boccari wants extra air monitoring sta-
tions closer to the zone, testing for “harmful
toxins” and providing real-time data.

He suggests stations at the Lyndhurst toxic
waste dump, the [Z2 in Dandenong South, and
the CALM mound at the corner of Eastlink and
Greens Road as well as the Eastern Treatment
plant in Bangholme.

The 172 is one of just three in Victoria — a
zone reserved for heavy and offensive indus-

zone Is on the nose

tries which require extensive buffer zones.

The council is also pressing the EPA for
more monitoring stations closer to the zone
and nearby residential areas.

Greater Dandenong mayor Jim Memeti,
who lives near the northern edge of the in-
dustry 2 zone, said the move would “make the
community feel safer”.

At the moment, there was a need to find
out what was causing the regular stenches that

causes “everyone closes their doors and win-
dows”.

“There’s smells many, many times over the
years. And it can be very strong sometimes.

“It might not be hazardous, but it also
might be.

“That’s what the residents are complaining
about - they're concerned about their health,
their family and their children. It might have

effects long-term and years down the track.”

Cr Memeti said he would lobby political
parties ahead of the November state election
to rezone the hazardous industry 2 zone.

He proposes to allow existing uses but to
ban any further toxic industries due to the ris-
ing population in the Keysborough and Dan-
denong South surrounds.

“That’s the only way to slowly clean up the
area over time.”

According to its recent quarterly perfor-
mance report, the council requested EPA air
monitoring in the “west/north west of Ord-
ish Road” area due to “several complaints of
‘organic’ waste” odours. smell” emanating

from the zone.

Greater Dandenong city planning acting
director James Thorley told a council meeting
that extra air monitoring would be raised with
the EPA on 20 May.

“As to their specific locations and the re-
porting technology that comes out of that, we
will be working through those details as part of

that meeting coming up in the future.”

It was also exploring a taskforce with the
EPA on air emissions and “many other areas”.

“We believe that good progress has been
made in working increasingly with the (EPA)
on the emissions issue.”

In a recent letter to Mr Boccari, the EPA
stated there were “no current plans” for install-
ing stations at the four sites.

An EPA spokesperson said its air monitor-
ing network included the fixed station in Dan-
denong with “increased capacity for mobile,
incident air monitoring”.

“Given the various industries inside the
(industrial) precinct, it is expected that there
will be variations in air quality depending on
where you are inside the precinct.”

Air pollution’s health risks were evalu-
ated using the AirWatch monitoring program,
emergency incident response and targeted
programs, the spokesperson said.

“EPA will continue to review its network to
ensure that it meets the requirements of the
Victorian community and that it attains the
State’s Environmental Reference Standards
and those required for the National Environ-
ment Protection (Ambient Air Quality).”

More than two dozen drug drivers have been
detected in a roadside testing trial in Mel-
bourne’s South East.

Frontline Tactical Unit police have been
conducting roadside drug tests in Greater
Dandenong, Casey and Cardinia Shire since
1 February.

It's the first time police outside of High-
way Patrol units and booze and drug bus
operations have conducted driver drug
testing.

So far, 27 drug drivers have been detected.

“This trial means there is nowhere to
hide if you think it’s acceptable to drive on
drugs,” says Senior Sergeant Luke Holmes

Drug drivers have ‘nowhere to hide’

of the Southern Metro Region Division 3
Frontline Tactical Unit.

“Some people think they can spot the po-
lice cars that do this type of testing. Now, any
police car in their rearview mirror could be
the one that catches you.

According to Victoria Police, drug driving
is a rising factor in the road toll. It contrib-
utes to about 30 per cent of deaths on the
road.

Methamphetamine is the most common
substance detected in roadside drug tests.

In 2021, 33 lives were lost on South East
roads — more than four times higher than the
nine deaths in the previous year. Drugs were

a factor in several of the fatal crashes.

So far in 2022, seven people have died on
South East roads.

Assistant Commissioner Glenn Weir said:
“Make no mistake. Drugs are a killer on Vic-
toria’s roads.

“This initiative is just one way we're de-
tecting and deterring impaired drivers who
think it's OK to get behind the wheel and put
the safety of others at risk.”

The trial will continue until the end of the
month.

Victoria Police will then consider whether
to expand its drug driver testing regime of
about 150,000 tests a year.

IN BRIEF

Pre-polling in Greater Dandenong

There are three early voting centres open in
Greater Dandenong and surrounds as the ear-
ly voting period started on Monday 9 May.

Locations nearby include Dandenong Sta-
dium in Dandenong North, Moodemere Scout

Hall, Noble Park and Nine Miles Street, Mul-
grave.

Dandenong Stadium and the Scout Hall are
open from 8am-8pm on every weekday until
Thursday 19 May and on Saturday 14 May it is
open from 9am-4pm. It is open from 8am-6pm
on Friday 20 May and Saturday 21 May.

Nine Miles Street is open 8.30am-5.30pm
on weekdays until Thursday 19 May and on
Saturday 14 May it is open 9am-4pm. On Fri-
day 19 May it is open from 8.30am-6pm.

All facilities are closed on Sunday 15 May.
People are encouraged to vote on Election

day unless they:

= are outside the electorate where you are en-
rolled to vote

= are more than 8km from a polling place
= are travelling
= are unable to leave your workplace to vote

= are seriously ill, infirm, or due to give birth
shortly (or caring for someone who is)

= are a patient in hospital and can't vote at the
hospital

= have religious beliefs that prevent you from
attending a polling place

= are in prison serving a sentence of less than
three years or otherwise detained

= are a silent elector
= have a reasonable fear for your safety.

AEC staff will be wearing masks and other
protective equipment as required and will be
regularly sanitising surfaces and pencils at all
AEC early voting centres. People who will be
overseas during the federal election are be-
ing recommended to apply for a postal vote as
early as possible. Completed postal votes can
be delivered in person or at Australian embas-
sies and consulates. overseas listed on the AEC
website. The Federal Election will be held on
Saturday 21 May. Voting is compulsory for Aus-
tralian citizens aged 18 years and older.

Teens arrested In allegedly stolen
car

Six teenagers were arrested in Hallam in an al-
legedly stolen car on Wednesday 11 May.

Police first sighted the allegedly stolen Jeep
Cherokee at an oval on Frawley Road around
9.20am.

The teens then attempted to flee the area
before police deployed stop sticks on Frawley
Road. The driver of the Jeep appears to have
lost control before the vehicle, hit a parked po-
lice car and tree and came to rest on the foot-
path, before he teens fled the stolen car, police
say. The teens were arrested not far from where
they left the vehicle, in a team effort by South-
ern Metro Crime Team detectives, canine
units, local police and the Air Wing.

Police say two 15-year-old Hallam boys, a
16-year-old Narre Warren girl, a 15-year-old
Cranbourne South girl, a 16-year-old Bayswa-
ter North girl and a 14-year-old Springvale boy
are currently assisting them with their enqui-
ries. The car was allegedly stolen from an ag-
gravated burglary in Beaumaris on Friday, 6
May.

Anyone with information or dashcam foot-
age is urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800
333 000 or visit crimestoppersvic.com.au
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NEWS

Market chief resigns

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

Dandenong Market’s trailblazing general man-
ager Jennifer Hibbs has announced her resig-
nation.

The market’s founding general manager
since 2013 said the time was “right” to step
down.

“For the past nine years, I have had the priv-
ilege of watching the Market go from strength
to strength.

“Despite all the challenges, particularly
over the past two years, I do consider myself
fortunate to have been able to contribute to
the market and the wider Dandenong com-
munity.

“Whilst it is the right time for me to step
down, [ also believe that it is the right time for

a new leader to build on the foundations now
in place and steer the delivery of our vision for
the market.”

Dandenong Market chair Donna McMaster
said Ms Hibbs'’s leadership was “central to im-
proving this jewel in Dandenong’s crown”.

“Jennifer has established a first-class events
and festivals program.

“She has developed our street food culture,
making Dandenong Market an authentic food-
ie destination. Importantly, she has created an
opportunity for many new traders.

“Jennifer has also set the wheels in motion

for an exciting new Strategic and Retail Plan
for the Market. We have a fantastic vision for

the future.”

Ms McMaster also paid tribute to Ms Hibbs's
response to the Covid-19 pandemic, “protect-

ing our people, community and organisation
during one of the most challenging periods in
the Market’s history”.

Last year, the market’s owner Greater Dan-
denong Council reported a near $3 million hit
in rent waivers and foregone revenue from the
market due to Covid-19.

In 2021, the council also leased the adjoin-
ing Aldi supermarket site to Dandenong Mar-
ket Pty Ltd for a peppercorn $1 annual fee until
mid-2031.

Income from the King Street site is shared
50-50 by the council and DMPL. Its earnings
were to fund capital improvements, repairs
and equipment at the market.

Ms Hibbs will step down as of 8 July. She will
remain as the market's company secretary.

By Eleanor Wilson

Bruce MP Julian Hill took aim at the Federal
Government over the rising hospital crisis,
claiming out of pocket costs to see a GP in
Bruce have gone up by 50 per cent.

“Families are already struggling to access
emergency care and are under pressure from
rising out of pocket costs to see a GP which

only contributes to the strain on household
budgets,” Mr Hill said.

He said a Labor Government will allevi-
ate pressure on the over-burdened hospital
system, through the party’s proposal to es-

tablish Medicare urgent care clinics across
the nation.

“Medicare Urgent Care Clinics will take
the pressure off hospital emergency depart-
ments by providing an alternative option for

families needing urgent care from a doctor
or nurse,” Mr Hill said.

The clinics would treat urgent but non
life threatening injuries including sprains
and broken bones, cuts, wounds, insect

bites, minor ear and eye problems and mi-
nor burns.

Mr Hill said Labor plans to invest over
$135 million across four years to establish
a trial of 50 Medicare urgent care clinics,
including one in the La Trobe area to ease
pressure on the Casey hospital emergency
department.

Recent estimations indicate that between
January and March this year, 40.4 per cent of

patients at Casey Hospital’s were treated in
the recommended time.

The number of patients who spent over
24 hours in the Casey Hospital emergency
department increased from three in Janu-
ary-March 2021, to 46 in the same time pe-
riod this year.

Greens candidate for Holt Sujit Mathew
says while the responsibility for running
hospital services ultimately falls with the
states, the problem is fuelled by a poor al-

MP: Families unable to cover GP costs

Bruce MP Julian Hill said families are struggling to pay out-of-pocket GP costs dealt by the

Morrison Government.

location of federal funding into the health

department.

“Coalition has ripped money out of hos-
pitals by giving billions to private health in-
surance rebates.

“Four big corporations control 70 per
cent of the subsidised private health market
and are making huge profits at the expense
of your health.

A Greens government will invest an ex-
tra $8 billion by legislating equal funding of
hospitals between the Commonwealth and
states, Mr Mathew said.

“This can be done by reinvesting the bil-

Picture: SUPPLIED

lions paid in private health insurance re-
bates back into the public system, slashing
out of pocket costs.

“I aim to ensure that everyone can get the
care they need, when they need it, by fund-
ing our hospitals sufficiently and that way
clearing public hospital surgery waiting lists,
hiring more trained staff and buying modern
medical equipment.

“This in return will help hospitals come
out of the current unprecedented hospital
crisis.”

Candidates from the Liberal and other

political parties in Bruce and Holt did not
respond by deadline.

Critical shortage at Dandenong Hospital

From page 1

“The pandemic continues to put enormous
pressure on our healthcare workers, who have
been going above and beyond for two years to

care for Victorians,“ a Department of Health
spokesperson said.

“That’s why we've announced a $12 billion
pandemic repair plan which will recruit and
train 7000 extra healthcare workers including
5000 nurses and support programs including
Better at Home, the state-wide rollout of vir-
tual EDs and the Covid Positive Pathways pro-
gram - to take pressure off our busy hospitals
and treat more Victorians in the community.

“The plan will also see Victoria recruit up
to 2000 ex-pat and international healthcare
workers, with the funding to provide financial
incentives as well as to support health services
with their international recruitment efforts.“

A staff member from Mr Wells office con-
firmed that the Rowville MP’s facts came from
Shane.
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Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federa-
tion (Victorian Branch) Secretary Lisa Fitz-
patrick referenced Victoria’s minimum nurse/
midwife to patient ratios but conveyed the
stress the industry was under.

As of Monday 11 May, there are 533 patients
very ill with Covid-19 and over 1500 staff -
mostly nurses - have been granted a leave of
absence and are unable to work.

Working short staffed or without the right
skill mix or level of experience increases the
burden on nurses and midwives compounding
existing fatigue. They understandably respond
by further reducing their hours. “Constantly
working overtime or double shifts should only
be used as short-term measures and not be-
come business as usual,” Ms Fitzpatrick said.

She added that the ANMF is in discussions
with the state government about further fi-
nancial assistance to recognise and incentivise
nurses and midwives to stay in the workforce.

“This is an issue across Victoria and across
the country particularly those states most im-

pacted by pandemic and the Omicron out-
break. You can't have more than 1000 nurses
unable to work and believe it is business as
usual.”

While the Ms Fitzpatrick said the ANMF
need the additional funding a 50-50 agreement
with the Federal Government would bring, she
said “Victorian health services are funded to
meet the nursing and midwifery staffing re-
quirements of the Safe Patient Care Act".

Speaking specifically about Dandenong
Hospital, Ms Fitzpatrick said: “ANMF is in dis-
cussions with Monash Health to understand
where the shortages are — which wards and
which shifts. If they can’t meet the Safe Patient
Care Act staffing levels, then they must reach
a local agreement with the ANMF for alterna-
tive staffing that must have the approval of our
members.”

Monash Health, which runs Dandenong
Hospital, has so far yet to respond for com-
ment

Covid ‘not
to blame’

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

A “national emergency” in hospitals is
not as a result of Covid-19, according to
the Australasian College for Emergency
Medicine.

President Clare Skinner says systemic
problems like emergency department
overcrowding and ambulance ramping
had been “building for many years”.

Covid-19 only “exposed and wors-
ened” the problems.

“Members all over Australia report
to the College that these are the worst
conditions they've experienced in their
careers.”

She said parts of the health system
were “seeing almost double the amount
of people they were designed for".

It was “impossible” for clinicians to
provide the level of care needed.

“People are deteriorating, and in
some tragic cases people are dying, due

to a lack of appropriate, timely, afford-
able healthcare.

“This avoidable patient harm will
continue to occur and worsen until the
health-system is properly designed and
resourced.”

Dr Skinner said the State Budget’s
focus on up to 7000 new health work-
ers and $12 billion on health care was
welcome, but more was needed to retain
burnt out staff.

“As recently publicised, senior staff
are leaving the healthcare workforce, of-
ten due to burnout and despair at work-
ing in a broken system that renders them
unable to deliver top-quality care.”

Federally, a nationally-coordinated,
long-term, whole-of-system approach
was needed, she said.

Better health care in residential aged-
care and better services under the NDIS
would reduce demand in the “strug-

gling” health systems.

ED statistics
prove grim

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

Hospital emergency departments in the South
East are among the most stretched in metro
Melbourne, according to official stats.

Between January and March, there were a
staggering 46 patients staying longer than 24
hours in Casey Hospital ED, 43 at Dandenong
Hospital and 56 at Monash Medical Centre in
Clayton. This compares with just 10 between
the three hospitals a year earlier. At the same
time, just 40 per cent of emergency patients
are being treated in the recommended time
at Casey Hospital, 53 per cent at Dandenong
Hospital and 36 per cent at Monash Medical
Centre.

Emergency patients triaged as category 2
and in need of urgent care are recommended
to be treated within 10 minutes. Only 20 per
cent of Casey Hospital category 2 emergency
patients were seen within the benchmark, 34
per cent at Dandenong Hospital and 17.5 per
cent at Monash Medial Centre. Across these
categories, the three hospitals rank among the
lowest performing in Melbourne. As recently
as Saturday 14 May, Monash Medical Centre’s
ED announced it was diverting patients due to
“currently experiencing high demand and long
wait times for both adults and children”.

The social media post by Monash Health

stated: “The most seriously sick or injured will
always be cared for first.

“The Department of Health and Ambu-

lance Victoria are assisting to divert less urgent
care where possible. All our Emergency De-
partments, including Monash Medical Centre,
remain open for urgent medical emergencies.”

In the 2022 State Budget, the Government
announced $235 million to expand Casey Hos-
pital’s emergency department.

dandenong.starcommunity.com.au
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A moderate number of voters turned up at Dandenong Stadium to vote on Wednesday 11 May.

Pre-pollers sceptical

By Jonty Ralphsmith

Disillusionment with major parties drove a
sway towards minor parties and independents
at an early voting centre in Dandenong North.

Star Journal spoke to people after they cast
their votes at Dandenong Stadium in the seat
of Bruce on Wednesday 11 May.

Labor have held the seat since 1996 - current
MP Julian Hill has served the area since 2016.

But there was a clear cynicism about wheth-
er the Labor and Liberal Parties had voters best
interests at heart.

“It wasn't about who I voted for, it was about
who I voted against: | didn’t want to vote for
the big parties,” said one voter, summing up
the frustrations being felt by those surveyed.

Several voters cited political corruption as
turning them away from major parties.

Members of the ALP, Liberal Party, Greens,
and United Australia Party were congenially
handing out how-to-vote cards as moderate

crowds cast their votes.

UAP lower house candidate Matt Babet and
upper house candidate, brother Ralph Babet
were in attendance, and Ralph summed up the
Star Journal’s observations.

“People are saying they are sick of the Labor
and Liberal duopoly and they want a real third
option,” Ralph said.

“We are the real third option giving people
choice — we're all about choice because let’s
face it, Labor and Liberal are the same on the
big core issues.”

A previous survey by Star News found there
was apathy towards the political processes and
issues, a sentiment present after people voted.

Multiple voters questioned why Australia
implemented compulsory voting, while vot-
ers were vague in giving the issues that shaped
their vote.

There were still a number of loyal voters
from each side who stuck with the party they
have long supported.
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of the major parties

Anti Scott Morrison sentiment was also
present among some. One said: “We'd be in
trouble if Morrison got another term - the
states should be happy they had Premiers
which kept us apart [during the pandemic]
because when the chips are down, Morrison’s
never there.”

About half of those spoken to said their rea-
son for voting early was to miss the crowds on
election day, while another “didn’t want to deal
with all the crap that’s going to happen in the
next week”.

There were also several people who said
they would be away from their electorate,
working or overseas on election day.

There was a sign promoting Liberal Demo-
crats candidate Christine Skrobo but no-one
handing out "how-to-vote cards’ while there
was no promotion of One Nation candidate
Hayley Deans at the venue.

The Federal Election will be held on Satur-
day 21 May.

‘People are struggling to make ends meet’

By Cam Lucadou-Wells and Eleanor Wilson

Cost of living pressures are mounting ahead of
the 21 May federal election, says the head of a
Dandenong-based charity.

Cornerstone chief executive Naomi Paterson
says a rising number of up to 500 people were
desperately seeking food parcels, fresh fruit and
veg, clothes and other emergency relief.

About 70 were visiting the centre for hot
meals.

“A lot of people are struggling to make ends
meet.”

Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic
two years ago, there has remained a “massive”
demand for emergency aid, including from
asylum-seeker families without income or
welfare support.

But rising petrol prices — sometimes top-
ping $2 a litre for unleaded — have added to the
strain. As a result, many clients were forced to
stay home for a week because they couldn'’t af-
ford to fill the tank.

“Things would have to change significantly
to make a major difference to the situation.

Federal candidates had differing proposals
to cut the cost of living.

Bruce MP Julian Hill said Labor’s Economic
Plan to deliver cheaper childcare, cheaper
power bills and more secure, well-paid jobs
would tackle the economic challenges “cre-
ated on Scott Morrison’s watch”.

“After almost a decade of the Liberals, the
costs of essentials are out of control, real wages

are falling, and now interest rates are rising,”
Mr Hill said.

“[Labor’s economic plan] will reinforce La-
bor’s Budget Strategy, which will make room
for smart, targeted investments that expand
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Cornerstone CEO Naomi Paterson, right, with Rotary Club member Kam Pow, at a meals service in

2020. 218837

the capacity of the economy and improve the
quality of spending, ending Scott Morrison’s
waste, rorts and corruption.”

Greens candidate Matthew Kirwan agreed
cheaper social services were key in controlling
skyrocketing living costs, but added harsher
taxes for big corporations was another crucial
element to lessening the financial stress.

“Right now, one in three big corporations
pay no tax,” Mr Kirwan said.

“Billionaires like Gina Rinehart and Clive
Palmer more than doubled their wealth during

the pandemic.

“While they make huge profits, the rest of
us are struggling to cope with the rising costs
of living.”

Free dental, education and childcare along
with increases to minimum wages and income
support payments were also fundamental pol-
icies for the Greens.

“As people struggle to pay their mortgages
and rental bills, they are hit with unaffordable
education, health and childcare expenses,”

Mr Kirwan said.

Picture: STEWART CHAMBERS

“We'll provide the services everyone needs
to live a better life. And we'll tax billionaires
and corporations to pay for it.”

Bruce candidate for the Liberal Democrats,
Christine Skrobo argued lowering taxes was the
answer to addressing the cost of living issues.

“We are proposing a $40,000 tax-free
threshold and a flat-rate of 20 per cent above
that, which will see Australians keep more of
their hard earned money,” Ms Skrobo said.

She said the high inflation rate was a result
of excessive government spending.

“The Liberal Democrats will bring back fis-
cal responsibility and prioritise repaying the
national debt.”

Liberal candidate for Bruce James Moody
was contacted for comment, but did not re-
spond by deadline.

In response to high cost of living, the in-
cumbent Liberal government has introduced
multiple one-off payments for low and middle
income earners, cut the fuel excise in half and
increased childcare subsidies for second and
subsequent children.

ALP pledges
$15m for

newsprint

Federal Labor has announced a $15
million pledge, if elected to Govern-
ment, to support media publishers hit
by steepling newsprint costs.

The rescue package was swiftly
matched by the Federal Government,
sealing bipartisan support for indepen-
dent outer-suburban publishers such
as Star News Group. On 13 May, Labor
opposition communications spokes-
person Michelle Rowland said ithe ALP
would support local media diversity and
public-interest journalism with a “prin-
ciples-based, evidence-informed and
sustainable” approach.

“Regional and local newspaper
publishers remain exposed to exter-
nal shocks, such as newsprint price in-
creases which threaten to wipe out local
newspaper titles for good,” Ms Rowland
said.

“Labor raised the alarm on the news-
print crisis last month and extended bi-
partisan support for the formulation of
a crisis response during the pre-election
caretaker period.

“If Scott Morrison had done his job
properly by supporting public interest
journalism with measures that were rec-
ommended well before Covid-19 and the
war in Ukraine, the sector would have
been on a more sustainable footing to
absorb this price increase.”

The package includes a $10 million
fund for regional publishers, and $5 mil-
lion for independent suburban, First
Nations and multicultural newspaper
publishers.

Ms Rowland also announced a $12
million fund for community broadcast-
ing, and would keep community TV sta-
tion Channel 31 on air. She said region-
al, local and community media faced
“challenges and uncertainty” because of
“Scott Morrison’s failure to provide pol-
icy coherence or a stable set of support
measures to help sustain the local media
that millions of Australians rely on”.

“It is unacceptable that the Liberal
National government has distributed
tens of millions in grants without a clear
plan.”

Days earlier, the Coalition offered $10
million support to regional newspapers
only. It caused an outcry from snubbed
outer-suburban publishers such as Star
News Group.

After the ALP promise, Communi-
cations Minister Paul Fletcher swiftly
matched the extra $5 million for inde-
pendent suburban, First Nations and
multicultural publishers.

“The Coalition Government rec-
ognises the important role our local
newspaper publishers play in keeping
Australia's communities informed,” Mr
Fletcher said.

“We also understand they are under
pressure due to the dramatically rising
costs of newsprint driven by ongoing
volatility overseas.

“We will move urgently to deliver the
funding, with payments expected to be
made early in the new financial year.”

Mr Fletcher said the Coalition re-
mained concerned about the impact of
“Labor’s safeguard mechanism” on in-
creasing costs for paper manufacturing
in Australia and the “flow-on impacts
that will have for the future of our local
newspapers’.

According to the Government, news-
print costs are expected to rise by up
to 80 per cent from 1 July due to mul-
tiple worldwide factors. They include
international demand, Covid, the war in
Ukraine, rising input costs in Europe, oil
prices and global shipping issues.

Star News Group publishes news-
papers in the South East, including
Pakenham-Berwick Gazette, Berwick
Star News, Cranbourne Star News and
Dandenong Star Journal.
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By Cam Lucadou-Wells

A 100-plus convoy of truck drivers wound
through Hallam, Dandenong and Dandenong
South in tribute to a much-loved friend, hus-
band, father and grandfather Stuart Baker.

At the front of the pack on the morning of
11 May was his son Aaron, of Pakenham, who
drove Stuart’s beloved Kenwood T900 along-
side Stuart’s “best mate” Mark.

Stuart’s wife Lisa, daughter Emma and son
Shannon followed.

As a tribute, the show-stopping procession
of trucks “blew it out of the water”, Aaron said.

“I said to a good friend of mine that I'm go-
ing to give him the send-off he deserves.

“I knew it was going to be pretty big but it
was mind-blowing.”

The procession rolled along for 45 min-
utes on Princes Highway, South Gippsland
Highway, Dandenong Bypass and Frankston-

Dandenong Road to the funeral service at
Bunurong Memorial Park.

His truck sported new number plates ‘STU
900’ in lasting tribute to Mr Baker, who worked
at Membrey'’s Transport and Crane Hire for 30
years.

“It will always be Stuey’s truck,” his long-
time boss Craig Membrey said.

“He was a true legend in our industry.”

Following the tradition, Mr Baker’s sons
Aaron and Shannon also drive for Membrey's.

“We've been part of it since we were kids,”
Aaron said.

“We started washing trucks as soon as we
were old enough. We always used to ride with
Dad on the weekends.

“It was an honour and a privilege to work
side by side with him and my brother.”

Aaron remembers his father as devoted to
his family, doting on his 20-month-old grand-
son.

The long procession on Princes Highway, Hallam. 280510

“When he was away he would be talking
to him on the way. He'd say give him a hug for
Pop, and I'll see him on the weekend.

“Family was everything to Dad.

“For all the time he was out on the road, he
always made up for it

“He was just perfect.”

Mr Baker, 59, was tragically killed after be-
ing crushed by a falling gate at work on 22
April.

The gate is believed to have been under re-
pair by an external third-party at the time.

WorkSafe is investigating.

Tribute for truckie legend

The trucks set to being their convoy from
Hallam Truck Centre. 280510

The long line of 100 trucks led by Stuart
Baker’s truck and his ute on Dandenong
Bypass. 280510

Stuart Baker with his beloved Kenwood.

Pictures: GARY SISSONS

Stuart Baker is remembered as a loving family-
man and truck-industry legend.
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We're changing the way you access the
Monash Freeway and EastLink from Mulgrave

These changes will improve connectivity and reduce traffic weaving
between Jacksons Road and EastLink, making your journey easier

From Sunday 15 May the following changes will be in place:
e To enter EastLink from Mulgrave you'll use the Jacksons Road outbound
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* To enter EastLink from the Monash Freeway veer left 400 metres earlier,
before the Jacksons Road outbound exit ramp

E- E To learn more scan the QR code or visit
bigbuild.vic.gov.au/projects/mrpv/monash-freeway-
upgrade/roads/police-and-jacksons-road

1800 105 105
contact@roadprojects.vic.gov.au
roadprojects.vic.gov.au
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IBAC backs withess welfare

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

IBAC Commissioner Robert Redlich has hit
back at “much misinformation” being spread
about witness welfare at the anti-corruption
body’s inquiries.

Mr Redlich told a Parliamentary inquiry on
9 May that any suggestion that IBAC had failed
to address any known witness welfare issue
was “simply wrong”.

“I do not have an example of where mat-
ters came to the attention of the Commission
which ought to have led to a particular witness
being treated in a more sympathetic and com-
passionate way.”

The inquiry was launched after the death of

former Casey mayor Amanda Stapledon, who
had been publicly grilled during IBAC'’s Opera-
tion Sandon inquiry in early 2020.

She died days after reportedly receiving a
draft Operation Sandon report, which inves-
tigated dealings involving Casey councillors,
Labor MPs and property developers.

It sparked an outcry against IBAC’s conduct
from Ms Stapledon’s friends and supporters.

Ms Stapledon’s specific case was ruled out
of bounds by inquiry chair and Labor MP Har-
riet Shing, who repeatedly warned the inquiry
could not “prejudice” ongoing inquiries.

This was despite Mr Redlich saying he was
“anxious” to explore the issue.

When asked if IBAC took any responsibility
for witnesses committing suicide, Mr Redlich
said he was keen to show that the case being
referred to “should give the committee no

N
'Il"l

IBAC Commissioner Robert Redlich was anxious to show there was “no cause for concern” over

its management of witness welfare.

cause for concern”.

He knew of “no circumstance” in which a
witness with known mental health issues, in-
cluding suicidal ideation, was not protected,

he said.

Every witness, prior to public examination,
is first assessed as to whether they would suf-
fer “unreasonable damage” to their reputation

and wellbeing, he told the inquiry.

“Precedence” was given to witness welfare
over IBAC’s “statutory obligation”.

Mr Redlich said in both Operation Sandon
and Operation Watts — which is investigat-
ing alleged ALP branch-stacking — there were
“persons of interest” with “highly relevant evi-
dence” who were examined in private.

The public examination of a “critical” “per-
son of interest” in an ongoing inquiry was held
off for nine months due to the witness’s “medi-
cal state”, he said.

Ms Shing shut down the inquiry’s video
feed when Liberal MP Kim Wells raised Pre-
mier Daniel Andrews'’s reportedly being ques-
tioned by IBAC in private.

Mr Wells attempted to ask Mr Redlich if it

was in order to protect Mr Andrews’s reputa-
tion.

Earlier during the hearing, Mr Redlich said
there was a “profound misunderstanding” in

the public domain that IBAC could act like a
Royal Commission.

But the IBAC Act was quite “prescriptive
and different”, he said.

According to the Act, examinations are to
be generally held in private.

Inquiries are only held in public if IBAC is rea-
sonably satisfied of all of the following criteria:
= That there are exceptional circumstances

= [t’s in the public interest

= That there won't be “unreasonable damage”
to a witness's reputation, safety or wellbeing

» That there is serious corrupt conduct or po-
lice misconduct

Mr Redlich said witnesses were examined
in private if one or more of the mandatory cri-
teria couldn’t be satisfied.

He said he doubted the validity of the “ex-

ceptional circumstances” requirement, but
backed the unreasonable damage provision as
“beneficial to all concerned”.

Young parents program praised by Faculty

By Marcus Uhe

Arecentreport into the Research and Evalua-
tion of the Young Parents Education Program
(YPEP) between 2019 and 2021 by the Faculty
of Education at Monash University has made
a number of findings and recommendations
endorsing the importance of the program.

YPEP Learning Hubs at Hallam Senior Sec-
ondary College and the Foundation Learning
Centre in Narre Warren provide pregnant and
parenting young people aged between 15
and 21 the opportunity to complete their ed-
ucation by studying the Victorian Certificate
of Applied Learning in a supportive learning
environment.

Parents bring their babies to their classes
until they are either 12 months old or have
begun walking, with a Parent Support Worker
on deck at all times to lend assistance with
feeding, changing and settling.

It seeks to break the cycle of disadvantage
for young parents by re-engaging them with
education until completion, the report says.

The executive summary of the report
states Melbourne’s South East Region, pro-
filed as encompassing the Local Government
Areas of Greater Dandenong, Casey and
Cardinia, have recorded low rates of year 12
completion compared to Greater Melbourne,
and is home to 1100 young parents aged be-
tween 15 and 21-years-old, according to the
2016 Census.

A Call to Action was held at Hallam Senior
Secondary College on Wednesday 4 May, at-
tended by Minister for Women and State
Member for Dandenong, Gabrielle Williams,
Pearl Subban from Monash University, for-
mer Hallam Senior Secondary College Prin-
cipal Greg McMahon, former YPEP teacher
Kate Silvagni, YPEP graduate Nivea Perenise
and Young Parents Program Manager, Mary
Tresize-Brown.

“It was about bringing together the stake-
holders to join a regional round table on
young parents education in the region,” Ms
Tresize-Brown said.

“The call to action seeks to action the
findings and recommendations of the report
and shine a light on sustainability of the pro-
gram.”

Included in the findings was that small
class sizes in a “dynamic” and “nurturing”
learning environment, with flexibility and
more understanding of the individual stu-
dents’ requirements was “fundamental”, as
was the ability for students to relate to each
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other and build camaraderie and commonal-
ity.

“Important to student needs is that the
Programs starts with them, rather than a
structured curriculum, yet balancing the re-
quirements to complete the qualification,”
the report said. “Additionally, the young par-
ents straddle different roles, that of parent
and student simultaneously — the Program
had to be cognisant of both these roles.

“As such, the Program had to wrap around
student needs, being more accommodat-
ing and adjusting the learning and teaching
schedule to suit individual learners.”

Additionally, the location of the facility
and the accessibility of onsite assistance, in-
cluding an on-site Early Parenting Support
worker were all considered important fac-
tors.

One student in the report noted the abil-
ity to have their child with them or near them
during their time in the classroom provided a
security factor and comfort.

“It's good that you can bring your baby to
school with you,” the student said.

These findings formed the basis of many
of the recommendations, along with access
to services such as counselling, financial
management and first aid included in the
educational package.

Another was the adoption of a “team-
teaching” approach to reduce the toll on the
educator.

Ms Tresize-Brown said a key outcome of
the program to provide equitable access for
young parents when they attempt to enter
the workforce.

It also aims to reinforce the importance of
schooling, she said.

“Life outcomes are significantly improved
because they have completed year 12. It
means the student can compete in further
education or employment opportunities.

“It impact parents and children; it places
value on education, which means the young
parent places value on education for their
young child.”

Ms Williams endorsed the program and
the opportunities that it provides for young
women in particular.

Picture: GARY SISSONS

“We know that education is one of the
most effective social equalisers - and keep-
ing young women engaged in education
supports more equal outcomes across their
lifetime,” she said.

“The Young Parents Education Program is
changing the lives of young parents so that
they can continue their education journey
and thrive beyond school. That's why this
program is so iImportant.

“All women and girls deserve to have the
best possible education - this program pro-
vides young parents the opportunity to learn
in a supportive and inclusive environment,
and that’s why we are so proud to supportit.”

YPEP hubs are located at Hallam Se-
nior Secondary College and the Foundation
Learning Centre in Narre Warren, with a third
in the South East starting at Cranbourne Sec-
ondary College later in the year.

For more information on the program
head to sellen.org.au/ypep/

To read the report go to sellen.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/YPEP-evaluation-
March-2022.pdf
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Bevan Warner (left) and Richard Wynne (right).

Housing facility opens

By Jonty Ralphsmith

An Australian-first project offering permanent
housing for women and children fleeing family
violence is preparing to open in Dandenong.

Viv’s Place includes 60 dual key apartments
and has the capacity to hold more than 60
women and 140 children.

Stability and security provides an environ-
ment where women can rebuild their lives,
and a healthy family environment for children
breaks the cycle of generational violence.

Wrap around services that may be difficult
to access for those fleeing family violence,
such as childcare, mental health services and
financial services are among the wrap around
services that support the housing

State Planning Minister Richard Wynne, lo-
cal member and Minister for Women and local
member Gabrielle Williams, shadow federal

housing minister Jason Clare and mayor Jim
Memeti were among those in attendance.

It is based on a model in New York which
has created supportive communities in such
apartment blocks for more than 30 years.

In an address, Ms Williams said there was a
great need for such facilities and that the per-
manence of the housing was key to recovery.

“It will change lives, it will save lives,” Ms
Williams said.

“It will give women and children the oppor-
tunity to breathe, take the time and space they

need to recover and rebuild and to break cycles
of violence that are intergenerational.”

Its location in Dandenong is also impor-
tant — Ms Williams told Star Journal that family
violence service, Orange Door, had indicated
to her that it were fielding calls to help 300
women per week, making it the busiest facility
in the state.
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Dr Catherine Brown OAM, CEO Lord Mayor’'s Charitable Foundation poses
for a photo with Bevan Warner, CEO of Launch Housing.
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The Friday family were thanked for their contribution.

Mr Clare highlighted the increasing trend
of homelessness across Australia and given
that the primary cause of homelessness
among women and children is fleeing family
violence, the facility addresses the root of the
issue.

“Refuges are not enough,” Mr Clare said.

“We need long term housing otherwise
refuges are overflowing and people are going
back to where the violence happened - that’s
why this is such a good idea and we need more
of it.”

Whereas refuges are designed to be tempo-
rary places to stay, people are residing in them
for months; these facilities offer children more
stability.

Initially anchored by significant donations
from the Australian Nursing and Midwifery
Federation, the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foun-
dation and the Shine On Foundation, the proj-

MP candidate clash over cemetery site

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

State MP Gabrielle Williams and federal Greens
candidate Matthew Kirwan have clashed over
the likelihood of a controversial proposal for a
cemetery on Dandenong’s wetlands.

It follows heated public opposition by resi-
dents and Greater Dandenong Council against

a Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust
(SMCT) proposal for burial grounds south of
1564 Heatherton Road.

Mr Kirwan, who is running in the seat of
Bruce, reacted against the Government's 2022
State Budget listing of $71 million towards a
“new memorial cemetery (Dandenong)”.

He posted on Instagram that the fund-
ing for a “cemetery on the Dandenong Creek
floodplains is outrageous”.

“The proposal needs to be stopped by the
State Government now to prevent flooding
like what has happened recently in NSW and
Queensland.

“Flood risks to Dandenong residents and
the local environment are already increasing
due to climate change already without this
crazy idea.”

Ms Williams, the MP for Dandenong, re-
plied: “This proposal is by no means a done
deal, and your description of it is deliberately
misleading and politically motivated.

“I understand it’s election time, but you
should be judged on your honesty as well as

your values.”

The funding was “not attached to a specific
site”, Ms Williams wrote.

It was funding “allocated over 4 years for a
new cemetery in the Dandenong region, based
on the identification of a regional need”.

dandenong.starcommunity.com.au

Matthew Kirwan campaigning against a cemetery proposal on Heatherton Road wetlands.

Ms Williams stated the wetlands site was
“one of the potential sites” identified by the
SMCT.

[t would require a planning scheme amend-
ment, “strict” environmental assessments and
a flood risk assessment as well as community
consultation.

“I share the environmental/flood risk con-
cerns which is why I'm eager for a full, detailed
and proper analysis of any proposal and com-
munity consultation,” Ms Williams stated.

Mr Kirwan, a former Greater Dandenong
councillor, told Star Journal that the wetlands
proposal was the only one “publicly on the ta-
ble” and “still bizarrely not yet been hit on the
head by the State Government”.

He noted that the SMCT’s website refers to

a Heatherton Road Working Group headed by
one of the trust’'s members.

“If there are other sites being considered,
where are they?

“When is (Ms Williams) going to go beyond
sharing concerns and stand up for Dandenong

residents and publicly oppose this irrespon-
sible proposal?”

Greater Dandenong chief executive John
Bennie, after the council contacted Ms Wil-
liams, told a council meeting on 9 May that
he did not believe the Budget money was al-
located to the “specific project”. “We are seek-

ing from the Department of Health a more
detailed clarification of whether this is a more

general allocation and not a specific one.

“There is no evidence at all that the alloca-
tion relates to the sensitive site that has been
the subject of much public consideration.

“Ms Williams acknowledges the sensitivity
of this particular proposal and has indicated to
me that she shares many of the concerns that
this Council, Councillors and the community
hold in relation to that particular proposal.”

SMCT has been searching for a further site
to add to its nine cemeteries in the South East.

Three of its current cemeteries — Springvale,
Dandenong and Bunurong - are in Greater
Dandenong.

ect subsequently received generous support
from the Gandel Foundation, the Ian Potter
Foundation and many passionate and gener-
ous individuals and families, including the Fri-
day family of Melbourne — to make this dream
a reality.

Members of the Friday family made a size-
able profit when they sold their house in Box
Hill and donated that to the project — Mr Wyn-
ne said he had “never heard a story like this
before” in his time in public service.

The project has been supported by the Vic-
torian Government and philanthropic, com-
munity and individual donors.

[tisrecognised as an innovative and holistic
approach to addressing two of the biggest is-
sues facing Australian society.

The total cost of the Launch Housing proj-
ect is $30 million, of which the Victorian Gov-
ernment contributed 40 per cent.

Funding for

SEMVAC if
Labor wins

Hotham MP Clare O’Neil has announced
that Labor will commit funding to the
Southeastern Melbourne Vietnamese

Associations Council (SEMVAC).

The funding will support the pur-
chase of computers and equipment
for the SEMVAC office in Burden Park,
Springvale South. The funding will also
be used to build a verandah at the front
of the SEMVAC office to shelter clients.

SEMVAC officially opened its new of-
fice in Burden Park in April 2021.

The council has no paid staff and all
activities are carried out by volunteers.
These frontline volunteers assist around
1,000 disadvantaged people each year.

SEMVAC helps many sectors of the
community including seniors, children,
disadvantaged women, and culturally
and linuistically diverse residents.

“I am thrilled to be able to support
this wonderful organisation that helps
so many people in my Hotham elector-

ate,” Ms O’Neil said.
“The hard work of this volunteer

team is contributing to the wellbeing of
local residents.”
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Koala arts to the rescue

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

A monumental art project featuring 23 giant
koalas has raised more than $18,000 to help
protect Australia’s increasingly threatened ko-
ala populations.

About 100 students and staff across Hailey-
bury College’s campuses — including Berwick
and Keysborough — as well as seven famous art-
ists got behind the cause.

Each uniquely decorated their own six-kilo-
gram koala fibreglass sculpture.

And after two Covid-interrupted years, the
works were put up for an online fundraiser auc-
tion.

The aim of the Haileybury Koala Project is to
raise funds for the Australian Koala Foundation
to conserve koalas and their habitat after the

devastating Black Summer bushfires in 2019-
'20.

Renowned public artist Pamela Irving, Acad-
emy Award winner and former Haileybury stu-
dent Adam Elliot, and artists Joan Blond, Di
Crawford, Ian Wood and George Manioudakis
donated their talents.

Ms Irving said it was a “joyous event” to see

all of the varied koalas together.

“It was quite beautiful. And it was fantastic
to see all of the kids’ works.”

Ms Irving, who has closely observed koa-
las in the wild, “blissed out” in the trees at her
brother’s farm in Colac, didn't hesitate to help
the cause.

“They're just so happy, very lovely animals.

“Then the images of those poor animals as
a result of the fires with their paws burnt — I
found it so sad. The pain must have been un-
imaginable.”

She covered her sculpture in a deep lapis la-
zuli blue and her renowned animal and charac-
ter forms — such as Larry La Trobe the bronzed

dog that features in front of Melbourne Town
Hall.

“I wanted to make something bright and

Pamela Irving with her creation for the Haileybury College fundraiser.

happy, after the fires — which were such a sad
thing that happened to our beautiful koalas.”

During Covid lockdowns, she worked on her
koala in her Bentleigh studio — which was fortu-
nately within five kilometres of home.

Sitting in her studio window, the koala be-
came a beacon for the cause.

People spontaneously started to drop off

mittens and blankets for koalas, which were
duly passed onto wildlife charities.

Haileybury art teacher and Koala Project
coordinator Bambi Johnson said the project
launched just at the start of the Covid pandem-
ic.

And got bigger and “more formidable” over
the ensuing two years.

Newlands Early Years' koala artwork.

“The koalas exemplified the hope and resil-
ience of the local community (during Covid).

“The heart of the project was how we've
been able to stay on board with it.

“We had to be creative in how to support it
and make it work.”

One of the koalas will stay at Haileybury
College as a lasting reminder of the effort.

By Vicki Russell and Fr Brian Collins

Over recent months, our faith communities

have shared many significant traditional cer-
emonies and seasons.

For many of us, as we now enter into a
quieter time in our rituals and practices, the
coming winter season can provide an oppor-
tunity to utilise our time to slow down and be
a time of reflection.

Winter gives us all an opportunity to re-
flect on the important and treasured aspects
of our lives.

Winter can be a time to reflect on the past
and envision the future. Normality as we
know it largely stops.

It can be a gift to take the opportunity to
reflect on our relationship with our faith, our
family, friends and the wider world.

The change in weather enables us to take
the opportunity to delve into our inner life.

As we spend less time outdoors in the
warmth and sunshine, in the winter stillness

MESSAGE OF

we are given opportunities of intimacy and
reflection, to spend more time inside and
reflect on our faith tradition and values, the
important things in our life.

In addition, winter is a time when the
whole family take time for themselves and
each other.

Winter is a time for home, for comfort, for
good food and warmth, creative pastimes,
for reading, for winter sports, for connection
with those we love and care about and a time

to deepen our connection with the source of
all life.

Winter provides an opportunity to allow a

Winter is a glft and a time to reflect on the past

Fr Brian Collins.

spiritual “fallow” time.
Most people would associate the term
with a farming process.

Fallow (of farmland) describes the land

ploughed and harrowed but left for a period
without being sown in order to restore its fer-
tility or to avoid surplus production.

Land is left idle for a season after plough-
ing and harrowing, so that weeds and insects
are killed while the soil regains its fertility.

Our spiritual fallow time is when we take
a break from the busy-ness, from doing, from
rushing and make time for stillness and the
restoration of our inner being.

The season of winter provides a perfect
platform for this to occur.

Let us together take the opportunity of the
winter season to renew our beliefs and pri-
orities with the new insights and beginnings
that this experience offers us.

* By Vicki Russell and Fr Brian Collins are
from Resurrection Parish, Keysborough and
St Anthony’s Parish, Noble Park.

LOOKING BACK

100 years ago
18 May 1922

Market Gardeners grievances

At the meeting of the Dandenong Branch
of the Victorian Farmers Union on the 6th
May, Mr W Cochrane drew attention to the
decision of the Victoria Market authorities
that no market gardeners would be allowed
to sell before 5am and would also have to
clean up everything in their stalls before leav-
Ing. He thought some action should be taken
In regard to this matter, as they could not
catch some of the early trains if they are not
allowed to sell before 5am. They were pay-
ing 30/- a quarter and they considered they
were entitled to have their stalls cleaned up
for that. Mr G Andrews said the idea of fix-
ing the selling hour at 5 o’clock was to al-
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low officials to stay in bed an hour longer.
“His lorry left for the market at 4pm, got into
town about 11pm and then they would have
to wait until 5am to sell their stuff.”

50 years ago
16 May 1972
Ex-Rock King special guest

Australia’s King of rock ‘n’ roll in the 1950’s,
Johnny O’Keefe, is the special guest art-
ist at Kortum Sandown Park Hotel tonight.
O’'Keefe will also appear on Friday and Sat-
urday nights at the Southern Aurora Hotel
Motel. Local comedian Ray Gilson will enter-
tain patrons at Sandown Park Hotel on Friday
night. Ray is a newcomer to the entertain-
ment field, but he is fast developing into a
first-class entertainer. The Stamford Hotel is
running a talent quest on Sunday night. It

Compiled by Dandenong and District Historical Society

will be compered by guest artist Des Kelly a
county and western specialist.

20 years ago
20 May 2002
A Refugee for life

A Hallam father of eight went back to his
homeland of Afghanistan to fight for free-
dom Iin the war against the laliban and to
rediscover himself as an Afghan. But he has
returned as neither an Afghan nor an Austra-
lian and sees himself only as a “refugee of
the world.”

Hashmatullah Moslih spent seven
months working as an advisor and political
analyst for the interim Afghan President. Mr
Moslih said he returned to Afghanistan to
help in its hour of need. Mr Moslih said, he
came here as a refugee and “calls Australia

b (1}

home”. “However due to racism that | faced
here, | began to realise that this could never
turn out to be my home. Going back to Af-
ghanistan, | realised | don’t belong there ei-
ther. People like me who lost their homeland
during their youth, are refugees for life.”

5 years ago
15 May 2017
Dandy film makes it big

A Dandenong filmmaker made it onto the
small screen during a trip to Los Angeles.
Matthew Victor Pastor, 28 hit the red carpet
at the Los Angeles, Asian Pacific Film Fes-
tival on 28 April to promote his silent film
“I am Jupiter | am Biggest Planet. “LA went
really, really well,” Mr Pastor said. “We didn’t
win, unfortunately, but the amount of love
and support the film got was amazing.”

dandenong.starcommunity.com.au



Akuol and Nyibil Amum talk about their son Oyiti at the tribute service. 278849

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

After walking 1000 kilometres, an inspiring
Cranbourne father stood still with a hall of
family and friends to pay respects to his late
SOn.

It was about “opening up” for Nyibil Amum
and wife Akuol Amum and 500 supporters that

packed St Anthony’s Catholic Church in Noble
Park on 7 May.

They spoke about youth suicide and mental
health challenges, and the need to seek help

from parents, friends and professionals.

It was just over a year since Mr Amum’s son
Oyiti, a supremely talented basketballer and
young leader, took his own life.

Mr Amum, a Dandenong-based mental
health worker, spoke about knowing the “early
warning signs” that your child suffers a mental
health issue and to seek early intervention.

“Families must know what to do if they can-
not handle their young one.

“Suggest to them to talk to someone who
knows young people, encourage them to seek
professional help.

“There are people who can help.”

Oyiti’s young friends and peers addressed
the event, spelling the “reality of what's hap-
pening in our community’.

Mr Amum felt the mutual support and grief
in the room.

“It gave me encouragement to be strong,
that I was not alone. I saw others have suffered.

“It’s not easy losing your child.”

Recently, Mr Amum embarked on a ‘walk of
hope’ from Melbourne to Canberra and Syd-
ney to tackle the tragic scourge of youth sui-
cide.

Along the way, he raised $10,000 to launch
Oyiti Foundation for Multicultural Youth as a

Pictures: ROB CAREW

Candles lit in front of a portrait of Oyiti Amum. 278849

“voice for the voiceless”.

And he met with David Coleman, who is As-
sistant Minister to the Prime Minister for Men-
tal Health and Suicide Prevention.

The next step is to seek funding to train
people in mental health and counselling, so to
start providing services within Culturally and

Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities.

The foundation has teamed up with Red
Roo Basketball to stage sports groups on
Wednesdays and Saturdays.

“This is a collective effort,” Mr Amum said.

“We need to involve local councils, the local
communities to solve this together.”

Friends of Oyiti Amum address the large gathering. 278849

Father’s inspiring tribute
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Singers at the one-year anniversary tribute.
278849

Nyibil Amum addresses the gathering. 278849

In Australia, about 3000 people take their
own lives a year — about eight a day. And one
in five Australians have a mental health condi-
tion.

Details: facebook.com/OFFMCY

[f you need help, call Lifeline Australia on 13
11 14 or beyond blue on 1300 22 4636.

Alarming find about pregnant doctors and infertility

By Jonty Ralphsmith

Infertility among doctors has been identi-

fied as a major issue by a study carried out
in 2021.

The study found that one in three female
doctors will have a miscarriage and 50 per
cent of the 1099 doctors surveyed indicated
they had a miscarriage.

Long working hours are associated with
poor pregnancy outcomes and the study also
found that 75 per cent of all medical mothers
work more than 80 hours per week in their
third trimester

Noble Park Secondary College alumni
Jasmina Kevric, 2021 Australian Medical As-
sociation doctor of the year was co-author of
the study and indicated surgeons were par-
ticularly affected.

Ms Kevric believes the process of becom-
ing a surgeon needs to be addressed.

Concerning finds about female doctors have

been revealed. Picture: SUPPLIED

She said it takes 10-15 years to become a
surgeon due to a limited number of positions
for a large number of applicants.

A bottleneck then ensues with doctors

left in limbo, the study finding 60 per cent
of doctors delay having a family because of
their careers.

The average age of a woman when she has
her first baby is 29 years old, but among those
surveyed it was 32.4, and it was 35 among
surgeons.

“The problem with that is from the age of
35 onwards, infertility rates skyrocket,” she
said.

“So the more they delay, the higher the
risk of infertility.”

Ms Kevric said staffing issues put “a lot of
pressure to continue your career while being
pregnant”.

“It is very difficult to find someone to cov-
er you when you need to go to a neonatal ap-
pointment and the pressure is then on your
colleagues to pick up our work.

“There is guilt associated with leaving col-
leagues and the resentment colleagues may

feel towards the pregnant.”

Ms Kevric proposed two potential solu-
tions to the issues identified.

To streamline the process, Ms Kevric sug-
gested that people can go straight from med-
ical school to the training program, rather
than require an additional Bachelor’s Degree,
as is currently the case.

What she suggests is similar to the Ameri-
can system, which she highlights is benefi-
cial because it provides people with expertise
and training from surgeons earlier.

“Another option,” she said, “is a flexible
training program.

“It allows them to work one week on week

off which is and provides better work life bal-
ance.

“It has been shown there is no change in
clinical experience and outcomes — doctors
are still competent — but they receive the
benetfit of having the work/life balance.”

dandenong.starcommunity.com.au
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By Elle Cecil

Located approximately 35 kilometres to the
south east of Melbourne, the City of Greater
Dandenong encompasses Bangholme, Dande-
nong, Dandenong North, Dandenong South,
Keysborough, Lyndhurst, Noble Park, Noble

Park South, Springvale and Springvale South.

According to the Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics (ABS), over 168,000 people called Great-
er Dandenong home in 2020.

As the most culturally diverse region in
the country, over half of Greater Dandenong’s
residents were born overseas at 87,609 people.
This has resulted in a rich combination of cul-
tures in the region, with more than two thirds
of residents speaking a language other than
English at home. The broad variety of foods,
practices, traditions and customs means that
Greater Dandenong is full of wholesome and
interesting experiences.

Of the 17,661 businesses operating in the
Greater Dandenong region, the majority in-
dustry is transport, postal and warehousing at
3,487 businesses, construction at 2,816, rental,
hiring and real estate services at 1,604 and
manufacturing at 1,423.

As of 2016, industries with the highest pro-
portions of the 60,306 employees in the Great-
er Dandenong region are manufacturing at
15.8 per cent, health care and social assistance
at 11.2 per cent, retail trade at 10.4 per cent
and construction at 7.3 per cent.

The ABS showed that the total number of
occupied private dwellings, or homes, in the
region is 48,566. The 2020 land area of the
Greater Dandenong region is 12,954.7 hect-
ares, according to the ABS.

Showcasing the best of Greater Dandenong,

this feature includes things to see and do,
places to eat and drink, sport and recreational

Enjoy Luminosity

Dandenong.

Until 29 May, the City of Greater Dandenong is turning the night lights on.

Visit your favourite restaurant for dinner and then take a stroll through
streets known and unfamiliar to explore Luminosity, light-based art
installations and projections across Springvale, Noble Park and

Springvale Multicultural Place will become a glowing, alien landscape with
works and workshops from The Indirect Object.

Dandenong’s Thomas Street and surrounds will feature installations
curated by the Centre for Projection Art, showcasing Atong Atem,
Steven Rhall, Hazara Community work developed by Andrew Garton
and Yandell Walton, Lilah Benetti and Roshan Ramesh.

Noble Park will be lit up by internationally renowned projection artist
Nick Azidis and local artists with Connection Arts Space.

Luminosity is a component of the /In Situ events program funded by the
Victorian Government’s Outdoor Economy Package.

For more information visit greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au/in-situ

A city of dreams

= ,ﬂ!- -

§

Lonsdale Street, Dandenong. 280956

activities as well as retail and entertainment
must-sees.

Arts and Entertainment

With venues such as the Drum Theatre and
Walker Street Gallery and Arts Centre provid-
ing rich cultural and creative experiences to
the Greater Dandenong region, it's no wonder
that thousands of patrons attend exhibitions,
shows and workshops in the area each year.

The Walker Street Gallery and Arts Centre is
funded by the City of Greater Dandenong, and
features a band room, performing arts centre
and gallery space. The Drum Theatre features
a performing arts centre that seats over 520

(GREATER
DANDENONQS

City of Opportunity

made from recycled and reclaimed materials.

Photo credit: In Situ Luminosity, Springvale: The Indirect Object, Oasis, a synthetic garden
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SHOWCASING GREATER DANDENONG
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people inside the former Dandenong Town
Hall’s historic heritage facade.

Environment and Sustainability

The thriving variety of environments found in

the Greater Dandenong region provide a rich
and beautiful home for wildlife to live and for
residents and visitors to enjoy. Wetland and
bush reserves are managed by council, which
aims to create a strongly biodiverse environ-
ment for all.

Whether you cycle or walk through a variety
of beautiful and weaving trails, share a picnic
or barbecue with friends and family, take the
kids to the playground or go bird and animal

to enjoy.

Visit your local library

Greater Dandenong Libraries has a wide range of free
and exciting regular programs for the whole community

* Peer2Peer Homework Club, every Monday, 4pm-6pm,
during school terms, Dandenong Library

e Conversation Circle, every Thursday, 6pm-7.30pm,
during school terms, Dandenong Library

e Reading Circle, first Wednesday of the month,
11am-12pm, Dandenong Library

To find out about more programs visit
greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au/libraries or follow us on
Facebook and Instagram @greaterdandenonglibraries.

spotting, Greater Dandenong offers an endless
variety of spaces to explore on your weekends
or days off!

With four community gardens and over 20
school community gardens, throughout the
region, many Greater Dandenong residents
share an interest in gardening and community
integration, where members can tend to plants
to grow and share food, as well as donate it. It
is a great learning opportunity as well as keep-
ing people active and healthy outdoors.

Sport and Recreation

With a total of 30 sporting reserves, the City of
Greater Dandenong facilitates more than 100
sporting organizations including AFL, netball,
cricket, soccer and rugby.

Get down to Rowley Allan Reserve in Keys-
borough where you can spend some time in
the cricket nets, kicking the footy, playing lawn
bowls, trawling the playground or shooting
hoops on the netball court. A few of the other
sites in the region include Hemmings Park in
Dandenong, which has barbecue and picnic
facilities, a basketball court, walking or biking
trails and a skate park, and Alex Nelson Reserve
in Springvale South, which also features a great
playground, soccer field and tennis courts.

Have a swim or complete a gym or group
fitness session at the Noble Park Aquatic Cen-
tre or Dandenong Oasis, the latter of which
also features squash courts.

Parks and sporting facilities in the area also
feature dog off-leash areas, pavilions, athletics
tracks, fitness equipment, table tennis tables,
volleyball courts, a baseball diamond and rug-

by and hockey fields.

A variety of upgrades to facilities include an
all abilities extension to the playground at Ross
Reserve, new lighting being installed at Tatter-
son Park Oval, and the redevelopment of the
W] Crow Pavilion at Thomas Carroll Reserve.

(;REATER
DANDENON(;
City of Opportunity
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Have you been to the Drum?

Remember the buzz of the box office as you grab
your tickets? The anticipation as you hear those
bells chime and the hush as lights go down?

A beautiful historic building, teeming with
quality programming, The Drum Theatre is a
place for people to meet, connect, create and
be inspired. May 21, strap yourself in for the
Melbourne International Comedy Festival
Roadshow. A night of stand-up, sketch, satire,
silliness and song in this rip-roaring road trip
designed to satisty all your comedy cravings.
Featuring Brett Blake (MC), Blake Freeman
<https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2022/
shows/blake-freeman>, Jay Wymarra, Prue
Blake (winner 2021 Raw Comedy National
Grand Final) and Takashi Wakasugi (Japan)
you won't be disappointed!

The Drum supports emerging local talent.
You can too at Our Beat, a free monthly open
stage night that brings together musicians, art-
ists, actors, comedians, dancers, and the com-
munity. A chance to connect with like-minded
people. Join in or simply marvel at our local tal-
ent.Lift your theatre experience to the next level
and become a Drum Member. For only $25
(including $20 credit towards a performance
at the Drum Theatre), get discounted tickets
for selected theatre programs and no-fee re-
funds, with exchanges up to 48 hours before
a show. Enjoy invitations to Season Launches
and exclusive offers and pre-sale booking op-
portunities. Need more? Experience benefits at
our partner businesses with ten per cent off the
cost of pre-show meals at the Beletti Restaurant
Cafe Bar, or Ettamo Eatery and ten per cent off
the cost of accommodation at Dandenong City
Edge Apartment Hotels. Try this charming the-
atre for the first time or come back to a familiar
favourite. The program will delight with some-
thing for everyone at prices that will surprise.
Visit drum.greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au or call '
03 8571 1666, 10am-4pm, Monday-Friday. The Drum Theatre, Dandenong. 280962

DRUM THEAITRE

Tamil Puththaandu Vivha Paradise Lots Melbourne International
2022 and Kalai Vizha Thursday 12 May, 7pm Comedy Festival Roadshow
Sunday 8 May, 5pm Friday 13 May, 7pm Saturday 21 May, 7.30pm
COMMUNITY EVENT Saturday 14 May, 7pm COMEDY

CARPARK PERFORMANCE

-
The Sapphires Brass Monkeys - Circling Time - Opera Australia - Victorian State Ballet -
Thursday 30 June, 7.30pm school holiday circus Kutcha Edwards The Barber of Seville The Little Mermaid
DRAMA AND MUSIC Saturday 2 July, 2pm Friday 8 July, 7.30pm Friday 15 July, 7.30pm Saturday 20 August, 7.30pm
CHILDREN AND FAMILY SONG AND STORIES Saturday 16 July, 7.30pm Sunday 21 August, 2.30pm
DRAMA AND MUSIC DANCE

12644938-J018-22

City of Opportunity

Drum Theatre Corner Lonsdale & Walker streets, Dandenong | 85711666 ’D GREATER \\\\\\\\w

DRUM.GREATERDANDENONG.VIC.GOV.AU

Drum THEATRE
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Lukazade nears S60k

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

Team Lukazade is nearing a staggering
$60,000 donations target for Monash Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

The team was formed in support of Greater
Dandenong councillor Lana Formoso’s nine-
year-old son Luka, who was diagnosed with
leukaemia during Easter.

Since then, Luka hasn't left hospital. He's
endured several blood transfusions and che-
motherapy while missing what would have
been his first school camp, Cr Formoso said.

She dedicated special thanks to Luka’s on-

cologist Dr Peter Downie and his “entire in-
credible team", and to staff at the Reef and
Canopy Ward.

“These people are angels on earth!

“We have been overwhelmed with the
amount of attention Luka has received to sup-
port this outstanding hospital in such a short
period of time.

Having people that have never even met
Luka that have sent donations and well wishes
is just heart warming.

“As devastating and debilitating as this di-
agnosis has been on our family, just knowing
that there are services at MCH helping the
children and their families as well as saving
children’s lives every day has given us great
comfort and hope.“

Cr Formoso also urged people to donate
blood, with stocks plummeting to dire levels
across Australia since the start of the Covid-19
pandemic.

As of 13 May, the team had surpassed
$49,000.

It was well on its way to reaching its $60,000
target for the Walk for Monash Children’s Hos-
pital fundraiser in Jells Park on 22 May.

Cr Formoso’s councillor colleagues are be-
lieved to be organizing T-shirts and joining the

fundraising walk.
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Luka with his parents Daniel and Lana Formoso are backing an annual Monash Children’s Hospital
fundraiser.

“Luka has a long road ahead and we know
we have the best support every step of the way

from all of the staff at MCH, our wonderful
friends, family, his school and all the sporting
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clubs Luka has been involved in,”“ Cr Formoso
said.

“We will be forever grateful. We really hope
to see everyone at the walk on Sunday to not

only get some fresh air and exercise, but to
show support for this incredible hospital.”

Funds raised will boost the hospital’s Music
and Child Life Therapy program, which uses a
range of song, instruments, toys, play and arts
to “actively support” the young patients.

“Music and art offer an accessible way
for people to connect, communicate, ex-
press themselves and maintain their identity
amongst so much change and uncertainty,”
program head Amy Thomas says.

“When people feel unwell, it can be a sig-
nificant part of a person’s healthcare.”

Among her highlights at the hospital is the
Moose Imagination Tree.

“This is a beautiful play space for our pa-
tients and families.

“I love walking past seeing kids enjoying
this area and feeling more comfortable com-
ing to hospital.”

Ms Thomas said the funds would go towards
“much-needed resources” for clinical care.

“Since the pandemic many of our resources
stay with our patients according to infection
prevention procedures, and therefore we are re-
quiring additional resources to support our pa-
tients during procedures and clinical sessions.”

[t would also help create extra programs
where there were “gaps in services”, and to
help meet the “changing needs of our patients
and the community”.

The annual walk has raised $1.2 million for
the hospital in the past decade. As of 13 May;, it
was nearly a third towards its $300,000 target
for this year.

The Walk for Monash Children’s Hospital
is at Jells Park, Wheelers Hill on 22 May. It fea-
tures a kids 1km walk, a 5km walk and a 10km
walk from 9.45am.

Details: https://monash.grassrootz.com/
walk-for-monash-children-s-hospital-2022/
team-lukazade?tab=donations

Peter Rabbit

Animated Peter Rabblt
Soft Plush Toy 22cm

12544784 -5N1 5-22

Order now on

aussietoysonline.com.au
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Welcome to ESG. 276553

For all
dental

You may recognize our familiar faces from our
former clinic, Smiles First.

From March this year we have rebranded
and expanded to a big, beautiful new site lo-
cated at 1 Joseph Banks Crescent, Endeavour
Hills and are servicing patients from all sur-
rounding suburbs.

We are excited to showcase our brand new
practice with MORE treatment rooms, includ-
ing additional consultation rooms available
upstairs for other professional allied health
services to come on board and join the friendly
team.

At Endeavour Smiles Group, we offer all
types of dental services under the one roof
for your convenience. We desire to build long-
term relationships with our patients for the
enhancement and maintenance of their dental
well-being.

You will be under the care of highly-skilled
Doctors and also Specialists able to conduct
treatments such as Root Canal, dental im-
plants and dentures. We offer in-house Oral
Surgery such as complicated and high risk
Wisdom Tooth Removal and if you're interest-
ed in a complete Smile Makeover —we can help
you there too!

We have the most up-to-date technology,
providing 3D scans on site. We have a relaxing,
modern and non-clinical atmosphere for your
comfort. You can tune in to your favourite tv
channel during your stay. Happy Gas is avail-
able for nervous patients, always ensuring a
calm ambience at your appointment.

W
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ENDEAVOUR SMILES GROUP B
‘_:-".':r’-':-._""‘l--. E— .l_‘ y l
Llesech Banks Crescent

03 8772 2083

your
needs

' '-

Reception girls, Jasmine, Cinzia, Jo and Janet.
276553

So come along with your family, and en-
joy having all your dental needs met with
our wellequipped team at Endeavour Smiles
Group.

12549659-HC20-22
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FLU AND COVID VACCINES AVAILABLE.
PLEASE CALL OR BOOK ONLINE
FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Dr Ravi Wijesekara

Dr Priyanthi Gunawardanad

Open hours: Mon - Fri 8:30am - 7pm | Sat 8:30am - 1:30pm
Sat/Public Holidays 8.30am-1.30pm

BULK BILLING/ WALK INS WELCOME

5, DOVETON

v — MEDICAL CENTRE

80 Power Road Doveton 3177 | 03 9792 4060

www.dovetonmedicalcentre.com.au for online bookings.
‘——

... MEDICALLY SPEAKING

Health tips for women

Health experts agree that women over 65
should make self-checking a part of their
regular routine. Things they can check at
home include:

= SKIN: Monitor freckles, moles and skin
blemishes for changes in size, shape or
colour or anything unusual such as pain
or itch. See your doctor if you notice any-
thing unusual.

= Women at high risk of skin cancer need
regular examination by their doctor or
dermatologist.

= DENTAL CARE: You can reduce your risk
of tooth decay, gum disease and tooth loss
if you clean your teeth regularly, drink flu-
oridated water, eat a low-sugar diet, and
visit the dentist at least once a year.

= DIET: You can improve your general
health by eating a variety of nutritious
healthy foods, and having regular meals
and a healthy eating plan.

= WEIGHT: Maintaining a healthy weight
can prevent chronic diseases such as dia-
betes and arthritis.

= ALCOHOL: ‘Low risk’ drinking is defined

¥

I

as no more than two standard drinks (for
example, 100 ml of wine) on any day and
at least two alcohol-free days per week.

= SMOKING: Increases your risk of many
diseases including heart disease, stroke,
lung disease and osteoporosis (loss of
bone strength). If you smoke, try to quit.
There is no safe smoking level.

= EXERCISE: Regular exercise can prevent
diseases developing, as well as being
good for your emotional health. At least
2.5 hours of exercise per week is recom-
mended.

= MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH: If
you are experiencing symptoms such as
intense sadness, irritability, fatigue, anxi-
ety, or have had changes to your eating or
sleeping habits, see your doctor to discuss
these symptoms.

= OF NOTE: Intimate partner violence is
one of the biggest impacts on women'’s
health. If you are experiencing family vio-

lence and don't have someone to talk to,
call 1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732).

Source: www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au.

: E‘:"E-.b

- I

Helath professionals encourage women over 65 to carry out regular health checks.

Picture: ISTOCK

ENDEAVOUR SMILES GROUP

W

 Orthodontics

e Kids Dentistry

* Crowns / Veneers
/ Implants

WE COVER
ALLYOUR
DENTAL NEEDS
UNDER
ONE ROOF!

e Root Canal Treatment
e Wisdom Teeth Removal

* Smile Design
e Teeth Whitening
e Gums Treatment

o7 RSN
- -

' {

www.endeavoursmilesqgroup.com.au

Contact:
03 8772 2053

info@endeavoursmiles
group.com.au

New patients
welcome!

-

¢ 1 Joseph Banks Cr

Endeavour Hills

12543490-DL16-22
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EVERY WEEK

Pick up your favourite local newspaper,
the Dandenong Star Journal or Endeavour
Hills Doveton Hallam Star Journal from local
outlets listed below or subscribe to our
digital edition and have it sent to

your device every week!

Pick up your FREE newspaper from these local outlets...

* Dandenong Coles Express 61-65 Cheltenham Road

¢ Dandenong United Service Station (Pie Face) 100
Cheltenham Road

* Dandenong Dandy Mart 17 Cleeland Street

* Dandenong Dandenong Market 40 Cleeland Street

¢ Dandenong Dandenong RSL 44-50 Clow Street

* Dandenong India Bazaar 77 Foster Street

* Dandenong Dandenong Oasis Heatherton Road &
Cleeland Street

¢ Dandenong Dandenong IGA 78-84
Hemmings Street

* Dandenong Dandenong Neighbourhood House
34 King Street

¢ Dandenong Well Springs for Women 79
Langhorne Street

* Dandenong Remax Real Estate Shop 14, 30-32
Langhorne Street

¢ Dandenong Bestway Supermarket 200-208
Lonsdale Street

* Dandenong City of Greater Dandenong 225
Lonsdale Street

¢ Dandenong Creston Real Estate 264
Lonsdale Street

* Dandenong Hall & Partners First National 254
Lonsdale Street

¢ Dandenong Drum Theatre Lonsdale Street &
Walker Street

* Dandenong Dandenong Plaza 23-55 McCrae Street

 Dandenong Coles Supermarket 23-55 McCrae
Street (Dandenong Plaza)

* Dandenong Rockyz Mini Mart 10 Princes Highway

 Dandenong LH Fresh Supermarket 169 Princes
Highway

¢ Dandenong Caltex Dandenong 154-156 Princes
Highway

* Dandenong Coles Supermarket Dandenong 23-26
Princes Highway

¢ Dandenong Genesis Fitness Club Dandenong
63 Scott Street

* Dandenong Valley Village Mews 112 Stud Road

 Dandenong Dandenong Basketball Stadium
270 Stud Road

* Dandenong Caltex Star Mart Stud Road &
Heatherton Road

* Dandenong Dandenong Lotto 308 Thomas Street

¢ Dandenong Gulistan Supermarket 187-189
Thomas Street

* Dandenong Quest Hotel 2-Oct Walker Street

* Dandenong McLennan Real Estate First floor, 126
Walker Street

* Dandenong North Foodworks Dandenong North
42-44 Brady Road

“<Star Journal

* Dandenong North Dunearn Pharmacy 11a
Dunearn Road

¢ Dandenong North Coles Express 166 Heatherton
Road & Stud Road

* Dandenong North BP Service Station Heatherton
Road & Stud Road

¢ Dandenong North Dandenong North Senior Citizens
Club 41a Latham Crescent

* Dandenong North FoodWorks Menzies Cellars
952 Menzies Avenue

* Dandenong North Menzies Milkbar 64
Menzies Avenue

 Dandenong North IGA Friendly 54 Outlook drive

 Dandenong North Liberty Fuel 182 Stud Road

* Dandenong South Georges Lunch Box 22a
Amberley Crescent

* Dandenong South BP Service Station 175-187
Greens Road

* Dandenong South Lunchmaster 3/491
Hammond Road

* Dandenong South Kirkham Road Milk Bar 102
Kirkham Road

* Dandenong South Woolworths Supermarket 81-125
Princes Highway

* Dandenong South Shell Service Station 50 South
Gippsland Highway

* Dandenong South United Petroleum 314 South
Gippsland Highway

¢ Dandenong South Caltex Service Station 275-295
South Gippsland Highway

* Dingley Village Dingley Village Newsagency Shop
2/79 Centre Dandenong Road

* Doveton Doveton News and Lotto 7 Autumn Place

* Doveton Bottle O 2-Apr Linden Place

* Doveton Shell Service Station 48 Princes Highway

* Endeavour Hills Endeavour Hills Shopping Centre
Cnr Heatherton Road & Matthews Flinders Avenue

¢ Endeavour Hills Woolworths Service Station Cnr
Heatherton Road & Matthews Flinders Avenue
(Endeavour Hills Shopping Centre)

* Endeavour Hills O’Brien Real Estate Shop PS 5A
Cnr Heatherton Road & Matthews Flinders Avenue
(Endeavour Hills Shopping Centre)

* Endeavour Hills Coles Supermarket Cnr
Heatherton Road & Matthew Flinders Avenue
(Endeavour Hills Shopping Centre

* Endeavour Hills Woolworths Supermarket Cnr
Heatherton Road & Matthew Flinders Avenue
(Endeavour Hills Shopping Centre

* Endeavour Hills 7 Eleven Endeavour Hills Cnr
Heatherton Road & Power Road

* Endeavour Hills Endeavour Hills Milk Bar 13
Gleneagles Drive

* Endeavour Hills Endeavour Hills Medical Centre 61
Heatherton Road

* Endeavour Hills Liberty Service Station 13-17
Heatherton Road

* Endeavour Hills Ocean Blue Milk Bar 90/92 John
Fawker Drive

* Endeavour Hills Nicholls Gledhill Real Estate 2
Raymond McMahon Boulevard

* Eumemmerring Atura Hotel May-17
Doveton Avenue

* Eumemmerring Caltex Woolworths Service Station
40/44 Princes Highway

* Eumemmerring BP Service Station 60-64
Princes Highway

* Hampton Park Hampton Park Library 26 Stuart
Avenue

* Keysborough Caltex Keysborough 248
Cheltenham Road

* Keysborough Parkmore Shopping Centre 317
Cheltenham Road

» Keysborough Barry Plant Real Estate Shop
1,320 Cheltenham Road

» Keysborough 7 Eleven Keysborough 309
Cheltenham Road & Cnr Kingsclere Road

» Keysborough Woolworths Supermarket 317
Cheltenham Road (Parkmore Shopping Centre)

* Keysborough Coles Supermarket 317 Cheltenham
Road (Parkmore Shopping Centre)

e Keysborough O’Briens Real Estate Shop 6, 317
Cheltenham Road (Parkmore Shopping Centre)

* Keysborough City of Greater Dandenong Shop AQ7,
317 Cheltenham Road (Parkmore Shopping Centre)

» Keysborough Michaels IGA 466 Cheltenham Road

* Keysborough Keysborough Learning Centre 402
Corrigan Road

* Keysborough Foodworks Keysborough 285-289
Corrigan Road

* Mulgrave Waverley Gardens Shopping Centre
271 Police Road

* Noble Park Sandown Park Hotel Corrigan Road

* Noble Park Coles Supermarket 1 Douglas Street

* Noble Park Noble Park Newsagency 22
Douglas Street

* Noble Park Harvey Real Estate 26 Douglas Street

* Noble Park Century 21 Real Estate
38 Douglas Street

* Noble Park Ray White Real Estate 42
Douglas Street

* Noble Park Caltex Woolworths Heatherton Rd
& Chandler Highway

* Noble Park Noble Park RSL 1128 Heatherton Road

* Noble Park Lucky Star Lotto 1268 Heatherton Road

* Noble Park Cellarbrations 3 Leonard Ave

* Noble Park Noble Park Aquatic Centre 9
Memorial Drive

* Noble Park Noble Park Community Centre
Memorial Drive (Ross Reserve)

* Noble Park Noble Park Bowls Club 56
Moodemere Street

* Noble Park Barry Plant Real Estate 390
Princes Highway

* Noble Park Harrisfield Milkbar 519 Princes Highway

* Noble Park North Halton Road Milk Bar 65
Coolavin Road

* Noble Park North Jan Wilson Community Centre
Halton Road (Barry J Powell Reserve)

* Noble Park North Jacksons Road Service Station
139 Jacksons Road

e Springvale Century 21 Real Estate Shop 5-6/64
Buckingham Avenue

* Springvale Springvale Shopping Centre 46-58
Buckingham Avenue

» Springvale KFL Supermarket 46-58 Buckingham
Avenue (Springvale Shopping Centre)

» Springvale Springvale Learning & Activities Centre 1
Osborne Avenue

e Springvale Springvale RSL 23 Osborne Avenue

* Springvale Caltex Woolworths Springvale 102
Police Road

* Springvale Aobao Milk Bar 106 Police Road

* Springvale Savemore Supermarket 774
Princes Highway

* Springvale Coles Supermarket 825 Princes Highway

e Springvale Sundowner Caravan & Cabin Park 870
Princes Highway

e Springvale Springvale Neighbourhood House 46-50
Queens Avenue

* Springvale Biggin Scott Real Estate 363
Springvale Road

* Springvale Raine and Horne Real Estate
236 Springvale Road

e Springvale Woolworths Supermarket 302
Springvale Road

» Springvale Springvale Newsagency 321
Springvale Road

e Springvale Springvale Library 411 Springvale Road

e Springvale City of Greater Dandenong Customer
Service Centre 397-405 Springvale Road

* Springvale South Southvale Newsagency 565
Springvale Road

e Springvale South Koh'’s Marketplace 162-170 Athol
Road (Athol Road Shopping Centre)

* Springvale South BP Service Station Springvale
Road & Clarke Road

* Springvale South Springvale Plaza Pharmacy and
Tattslotto 3/800 Heatherton Road (Springvale Plaza)

» Springvale South BP Springvale 974
Heatherton Road

e Wheelers Hill Mulgrave Country Club Wellington
Road & Jells Road

Scan this QR code to Subscribe for FREE now!

Or visit: starcommunity.com.au/subscribe
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Gavin Catt is a sci-fi buff. 277957

By Jonty Ralphsmith

A Hallam-based author has had two books
published with UK-based publisher, Olympia
and says many more are on the way.

Gavin Catt is a sci-fi buff with a love of sto-
rytelling, harnessing his creative spark to work
on a series of novels.

In January 2020, Gavin planned his year so
he could dedicate lots of time to his writing -
The lockdowns resulted in Gavin being asked
to take leave from his role as a clerical offi-
cer, giving him more time to write the book,
therefore speeding up the process of publish-
ing.

Focussing on concepts of peace, escapism
and humankind, Gavin's books log the adven-
tures of the characters on an inter-galactic ad-
venture, inspired by an episode of Star Trek.

The stories, which are handwritten twice
before he types and submits them to sift out
errors, are available on sale on Amazon and

Kindle, at Walmart in USA and more.

It took until the book was sent to the sixth
publisher for it to finally be accepted, but
Gavin was unfazed and knows it can take up
to five years before prospective readers catch

WHAT’S ON

The Social Knitwork

If you enjoy knitting and spending time with
like minded people, join our Social Knitwork
at Dandenong Library each Wednesday morn-
ing. Come along and make new friends while
building on skills, sharing patterns, stories and
good times.

M Sessions held every Wednesday 10am-
12.30pm.

M | ocation: Dandenong Library.

Stretching workshop at The Open

Door:

Join us for a 20-minute stretching workshop
where we combine breathing exercises and
gentle stretches to music. Stretching is a great
way to nourish our bodies and muscles and prep
ourselves for meditation. All are welcome.

B When: Monday 23 May 2pm-2.20pm (followed
by Awareness Meditation at 2.30pm)

B Where: The Open Door, 110 Ann St, Dande-
nong A gold coin donation Is welcome.

M Please contact Jo/Tayla on 97918664 or
email theopendoor@ssjg.org.au to book in or
for more info!

A Floral Muse Exhibition:

An opportunity to admire the beauty of the dec-

dandenong.starcommunity.com.au

Author’s coup

wind of its availability so is remaining patient
and ambitious.

Gavin, now middle-aged, enjoyed writing
short stories during his youth and has spent
time on community radio, piecing together
essays and writing songs in the intervening
years.

Through his stories, Gavin hopes to express
humankind’s need to evolve.

While it is set 400 years in to the future and
outside the Milky Way, he has retained refer-
ences to everyday life as people in 2022 so that
it remains relatable for his readers.

“I want to show that irrespective of political
orientation or personal characteristics, people
are just people, he said.

“It doesn’'t matter who or what you are and,
if you don't treat other people with respect,
what hope is there.

Humans’ war-like nature has helped us to
evolve but we need to evolve past that and
make a physical conscious effort to evolve.

The advent of the pandemic influenced
the narrative, as seeing Melbourne “look like a
country town on a Sunday afternoon” helped
Gavin visualise what an alternate reality in an-

other galaxy could look like.

A draw your pet art series will be held at Springvale Library on
Picture: SUPPLIED

Tuesday 17 May.

orative use of flowers and plants to embellish
home furnishings, create amazing public spaces
and to learn plant symbolic cultural meanings.

m Date and time: weekly on Tuesday, Wednes-

day, Thursday and Friday, starting from Tues-
day 10 May, 10:00am.

For 30 years, Combined Probus Club of
Sandown has been a hub of fun, friend-
ship and learning. It marked the birthday in
style at a luncheon at Club Noble Bistro on
Wednesday 27 April.

Hosting the lunch was the club’s presi-
dent Geoffrey Pritchard, wife Jean and
members of the anniversary committee.
Diners had the chance to reminisce over

the club’s early photos.

In a speech at the lunch, Greater Dande-
nong mayor Jim Memeti said the celebra-
tion epitomised the core strength of Probus
Clubs. They provided a valuable service by
hosting a range of intellectual, cultural and
recreational activities, he said.

Noble Park/Dingley Rotary Club past
president Ron Damon, who first chartered
Sandown Probus Club 30 years ago, pre-
sented current president Mr Pritchard with
a commemorative certificate.

Mr Carter, another Rotary past president,
as well as Sandown Probus Club’s life mem-
ber and foundation member Pauline Collins
reminisced on their long involvement.

Guests included Noble Park Probus Club
president Lesley Jarutis and activities offi-
cer Beverley Hargreaves. The club’s speaker
organiser Ruth Baum said Grace, and life
member and long-time special functions
organiser Shirley Constantine cut the 30th

anniversary cake. Natalie Jay provided en-
tertainment.

Probus club hits 30 years

Shirley Constantine cuts the club’s 30th anniversary cake.

Mayor Jim Memeti, Combined Probus Club
of Sandown president Geoffrey Pritchard and
wife Jean Pritchard.

Be guided to capture your
pets personality on paper.
Professional artist Saman-
tha Thompson will show
you how to use dry pas-
tels, colour and shape to
create a contemporary art
plece to capture a beloved
pet. Bring a collection of
images of your pet on the
day as reference images.
When: luesday 1/ May
2022, 6:30pm -8:00pm.

Where: Springvale Li-
brary - 5 Hillcrest Grove,
Springvale

M Location: Benga, Heritage Hill Museum and
Historic Gardens - 66 McCrae St, Dandenong.

Luminosity - Springvale

Pull on your favourite autumn coat and take a

stroll through streets known and unfamiliar. Visit
your favourite restaurant for dinner and explore

Tuesday, 17 May, 2022 |

the luminous art works and light-based art in-

stallations and projections.

m When: Tuesday 17 May - Sunday 29 May, 6pm-
11pm.

® Where: Multicultural Place, Buckingham Av-
enue, Springvale.

Luminosity - Noble Park

Noble Park Public Hall will be lit up by interna-

tionally renowned projection artist Nick Azidis.

® Where: Noble Park Public Hall. When: 35
Buckleys Lane, Noble ParkFriday 13 May -
Sunday 29 May, 6pm-11pm

Always love the music

Roy Theaker, a former concertmaster of the Mel-
bourne Symphony Orchestra, and his band pres-
ent a dynamic and energetic show of a range
of musical genres that will excite, delight and
amuse. Prepare to be charmed, entertained and
enthralled. Includes complimentary morning tea
and a parking voucher

B Duration: 75 minutes.
M | ocation: Drum Theatre, Dandenong.
B Time: Thursday 19 May at 10.30am.

® Tickets via following link: https://drum-
ticketing.greaterdandenong.vic.gov.
au/6756/6401.
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Need Heat Fast?

The Fastest, Warmest Indoor/QOutdoor Heater You Will Ever Own!
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Buy One Get One Free!*
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, Heater +Plus Free
ndoor / Qutdoor Floor Stand'
* Heats Up Instantly worth $199.99
» Suitable for Indoors or
Outdoors In Rain, Fog, Wind .
or Snow 1 .8m ngh
» Carbon-Fibre Bulb * Commercial Grade
Technology * Multi-Directional

* Multi-Directional Stand * Easy Install

* Includes Remote Control & * Portable
Built-In Timer * Indoors & Outdoors

* Motion Detection Function

*Call for Terms & Conditions
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NEWS

By Eleanor Wilson

Ninety-year-old Nina Collins smiled as she
opened an old, red leather hymn book to re-
veal pages peppered with pressed bird feath-
ers.

“Two of her favourite things, her church
hymn book and the feathers she puts in them,”
her daughter Marlene Laporte said.

As they sat in the living room of Mrs La-
porte’s Lynbrook home surrounded by copies
of her debut children’s book, Heather Trea-
sures Feathers, there is no doubt where the
book’s inspiration came from.

“My mum loves nature and she loves col-
lecting all kinds of things from the park, mostly
feathers,” Mrs Laporte said.

“I just thought to myself it would be a nice
thing to get a book out and dedicate this book
to mum in particular, to acknowledge her love
for nature and the things she’s actually taught
us through nature and how to appreciate the
little things that people take for granted.”

Growing up in Hyderabad in India’s south,
Mrs Laporte attests life was hard for the family.

“My mum has been a great inspiration to us,
[ lost my dad at a young age and she brought
us all up,” she said through teary eyes.

“She did a marvellous job and you can see
how well she’s looked after herself.”

Working full time as a stenographer while
raising six children on her own, Mrs Laporte
recalled her mother didn't have time to enjoy
the simple pleasures of life, like going for a
leisurely stroll in the park to admire her sur-
roundings.

“My husband died on 4 September and our
last baby was born 10 days later,” Mrs Collins

said.
“She was like a mum and dad to us. Life was
very hard,” Mrs Laporte added.

“It taught us a lot back then and we've
learned to appreciate being in Australia. It's a

L

Lynbrook local Marlene Laporte has dedicated her debut children’s book to mum Nina, just in time

for Mother’s Day. 278624

wonderful country I must say.”

The family migrated to Melbourne’s south
east in the early 2000s and said they had re-
ceived “so many blessings” since then.

“There’s never been a moment we cannot
be thankful for being in Australia, you know
I never would have dreamt about writing a
book,” Mrs Laporte said

An aged care worker, Mrs Laporte came up
with the idea to write a children’s book while in
isolation with Covid in January.

“I was isolating with Covid at home, feeling

Pictures: STEWART CHAMBERS

very bored and [ started typing up some sto-
ries and Heather Treasures Feathers crossed
my mind,” she said.

Despite being approached by a publishing
house from the UK, Mrs Laporte decided to
tackle the task of self-publishing, with the aim
to present the book to her mum for Mother’s
Day.

Remarking the book as awesome, Mrs Col-
lins has already taken a liking to her copy of
Heather Treasures Feathers.

“I put my name on my book, its a beautiful
book...any young child who reads it will love

A book inspired by nature

Mrs Cnllms enjays going on long drives with
daughter Marlene and her husband Carlyle
Laporte. 278624

/"‘""14

Mrs Collins developed a love for nature,
particularly feathers, in her retirement. 278624

it,” she beamed.

Mrs Laporte said proceeds from the sales
of Heather Treasures Feathers would be split
between three charities dear to her heart, in-
cluding Save the Children, Kids With Cancer
Foundation and a Children’s orphanage in
Cambodia.

Heather Treasures Feathers is available

for order as an e-book on Amazon at amzn.
to/39D9dvB

To purchase a hard copy of the book, Mrs
Laporte welcomes contact at tales.marlenela-
porte@gmail.com

Need local staff?

Then give us the job... we will
advertise It in our employment
section and attract local staff

Call our Network Classifieds team on 03 92115 1900
or email us - salesenetworkclassifieds.com.au

Need local staff?
en give us the job...

Your local Star News has brought together local employers and local employees for generations...
and it is no different today.

People pretfer to work close to home... to save on transport costs, the frustration of travel and to be closer to family.

Both our printed and digital newspapers have a highly engaged local audience looking for
and jobs every week!

news, sport, local information...

2

&

dandenong.starcommunity.com.au
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Networke gFe
Classifieds

sales@networkclassifieds.com.au (€)1300 666 808

networkclassifieds.com.au

a rades & Services Place your ad in print and online www.networkclassifieds.com.au

Placing your classified SAXON FENCIN G

advert is so easy... Palings, Pickets, Colorbond Fences & Gates
Online: networkclassifieds.com.au (24/7)

Phone: 1300 666 808 (Open 8.30-5pm Mon-Fri)

Email: sales@networkclassifieds.com.au
(include your name, address and phone number)

We accept payment by:

VISA/MASTERCARD/EFTPOS
(1.5% credit card processing fee applies. Cheques and money

orders can be posted in or hand delivered to our local office)

Ask about our discounted ongoing
advertising rates and how choosing more
newspapers gives your advertising more
impact and saves you money...

Deadline for all classifications is
3:30pm Friday.

@ﬂCI”aE“s”s“iﬁeds

1 1 | ] J.L. Hutt Ele

AFFORDABLE HOME W) %4 HOUR SERYICE & v E

N Trades Business Profile

: ’ " 1\ ' ' ” . lr".i‘!"_"l:“-‘
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-ﬂ' amil A% \ & .,. )
Grow your business w

TRADES & SE RVICES

From_plumbers to pest cqntrol, carpet _cleanlng to building serwces_,_dry « Wovish Fonce Eiteasians » Pests & Feloi ) 1
cleaning to computer repairs, lawn mowing and more, Network Classifieds « Gate Frames made to order 8
has been connecting local businesses with the local community with our AH r:.cl.'

Trades and Services each week.
& TIMBER PTY LTD
24 Vesper Drive, Narre Warren
Mon-Fri 7am - 3.30pm 9705 6288

- MR,

Prompt and Reliable Service

Phone 0419 775 259
or 87514016 ..

SUPPLY ONLY
TRADE & DIRECT TO PUBLIC

Unbeatable Prices on:
 Paling Fencing = Picket Fencing = Sleepers

116728 7-PB50-14

Speak to our classified team and find out how easy
it Is to advertise. Start building your brand today
and be seen every week in Network Classifieds
Trades and Services.

12435758-CG03-20

» LEIGH HUNTER
ReMovALs

AND STORAGE

ions/Refurbi
E x TENSIONS :E:ﬁgihuaru Upgrades/Safety SWItches *.=_|-3r;'mr:r=\§F :W'Eﬁéﬂggggg * Local, Country & Interstate %
« House Rewires small * Antiques & Pianos a speciality @
CTvV Job too big of . |
Let us take the worry out of extending your « phone/Data/TV Et-;lg: airs i ctrical.com.au » Cartons & Porta-robes for hire or sale 2
home with over 30 years 'experience i . U“E'h&:l':tszlﬂie Eli;palrﬂ www jihuttele , « Full packing available Q
] L Hut d e
et ot — e B « Security Alarms PHONE FOR OBLIGATION FREE QUOTATION
’ L5, ' v HREPE allations
* [nternal walls removed, plastering and bricklaying DBU 6442 o, Al

9707 5700, 9768 9153

Phone Harry 0412 107 629, 9796 9983

HBL CONSTRUCTIONS PTY. LTD.
Reg. Builder CDB-U52728 & DBU 6442

N Carpenters

QUALIFIED CARPENTER/
HOME MAINTENANCE

» 25 years’ experience * Experienced in all types
of home maintenance & alterations. -

1239341 5-R430-18

N Handy Persons

Call 1300 666 808 2 Ckissifieds ALMATT

HANDYMAN SERVIGE

v/ Small or large jobs
v Over 25 Years Experience

Special Prices on:
v/ Pergolas v Carport v Decking v Fencing + Painting

g&-SLar-aLarrae L

 SPECIALISING IN ALL TYPES OF II&II ELECTRICS

11868421- ACM3T-15

No job too small. Prompt, reliable service. ) REC: 11828 ) i
(ltall - 0‘; h——— okl e T wvrr—— — / Ramps especially for the elderly and disabled
Lall mes | J f X : ypes of Domestic & Commercial Wor
AR N, » Switchboard Upgrades *Extensions+TV Points 97“ 5220 or Mzo 33' 769
S N B NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL *Split System Installations «Safety Switch
Find it in the FREE QUOTE ANY TIME ‘ * Free Quotes * W/ Heating

RING 9700 4378  csas045c05 Call Chris: 0416 079 689 - 5940 7264

@ J.L. Hutt Electrical

Gen_eral
Notices

section of Network Classifieds.

NEED A LOGAL HEATING AND HOT WATER REPAIRER?
Steve on 0407 704 213

Andrew Craven Concreting

www.andrewcrav IIE’I'llli.'l'.III'l'i.1f.'tll'll—,j"I com.au

12438941-CG04-20

« Unit Sites » Garages » Driveways » Pergolas Rl I%ﬁvait-llngUH SERVICE - visa BRIVIS / VULCAN / BONAIRE / BRAEMAR

N/ Concrete Products & Services « Plain/Coloured « Slate Impression « Switchboard Upgrades/Safety Switches Specialising in all Specialising in air conditioning and heating
» Faux Brick « Exposed Aggregate « House Rewires Electrical Installations » Service and repairs to ducted heaters and evaporative coolers &
, * Phone/Data/TV & CCTV FREE QUOTES » Gas ducted heating changeover units &
E‘:QUALlTY HOME CONCRET'NG Phone Andrew on « Oven & Hot Plate Repairs No Job too big or small » Carbon Monoxide testing * * %
: No job too big or too smal 0408 5§85 508, 5998 1127 « Hot Water Service Repairs www.jlhuttelectrical.com.au . Isnstqllatmnsfcsupzlv nflspllt svs;teirnhhfahr;g&mqllnu =
g el et . « Security Alarms » Service, repairs and replacement of hot water services 2
3 Free quote * Compare our prices! o i Jor AL your concreting needs « AC Installations Jason 1300 644 698 34 years experience _ =

i - ‘rz. SETTLEMENT Credit Card Welcome -

' 9795 4247 0407 324 768 /' Drafting W Fencing & Gates ww]:l;?ﬁg;a;;ﬁl:ﬁhing com LIC. 33033

1 8. 2.8 0. 880 600.0.00.00.0.0.6.0.6.0 ¢ R A T hl G TV —~ i . i
+ * All residential houses, extensions, 3 | = '
4 Footings, garages, v crossings, drives, paths & patios. garages and carports. 2 M Oto rl n g a
+ In plain, colour, slate or stencil. Also drainage, % Phone BARRY é Ay -
: saw curtr::? Jifﬂe:c;a;a;?é t;n:;ar:cﬂ i Ef trucks. ;q. 9704 0148 After 6pm z ALL TYPES OF GATES & FENCES section of Network Classifieds. |
" Find it in the ] e v~ L i - orke
I Ring Jim for a free quote Mi?zgug?mﬂi "’ | JE0.y FREE QUOTES “* . Claemr fIEdS 1300 666 808
St b B E B o o o o o l section of Network Classifieds. . * 9791 9877 + 0411 636 400 '

ADVE RTISE

with us and get better better results

. % « ==~ U8C CALL 1300 666 808

12514849-JW40-21
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™ Trades & Services

ECONOMY TILING

N Massage

General Classifieds

' Personal

W Positions Vacant N Positions Vacant
Therapists

LUVE |S CLBSEH | _ Multiple Café Staff Roles Available PART-TIME CASHIER
THAN YOU THINK | ADVERTISERS, in this sec- g r P R a1l POSITION

There is no need to travel to the ends tion are qua“ﬁEd practl-

Hot Winter Specials

C1072232-JJ4-13

Pensioner Discounts All Bathroom Renovations of the earth to find the one vou love. | tioners and offer non- Café roles available in in a fruit shop located in
. e Bathrooms ® Toilets ® Kitchens Our matchmakers know si many sexual services Clayton and Dandenong Eealimarty ateas EARGH-
Brivis Gas Ducted Heaters . S ' ' | ence preferred but not
g am x 0 B
. : a3 e Decks e Wat fi e Wall d Fl sincere and genuine singles who i Calvino Cafes P
e Daikin & Rinnai Soli eCksS ater proofing alis and rioors are in your area and wanting to N Pets & Services . essential, training will be
alkin & ggligifel SPILS Free Quotes et right now. Full training is provided provided.
- /1 — i You don't need a computer, 3 ; ? .
* Insta ” | SEfVlCE : .Repall:ﬂ ca“ 0432 550 066 or 8701 5522 all you need is a phone and the g ADVERTISERS cafe experience Contact: 0409 100 165.
e Duct Lln Spection 15“*& Repairs successful matchmakers will put & PLEASE NOTE IS not necessary. .
24 _ you in touch as soon as today. = Anyone advertising a puppy, . ProfeSs“Jnal
sl N/ Tree Lopping/Surgery Ph 1300 856 640 g dog, kitten or cat in Victoria Required: =
am’ BAIRNS oy §| Pusko re-homing will need | | - A friendly approach to Services
— : SRR T a source number from the : ;
g Sl RIHC & coaiNG g ;&0 Oakfern Tree Care "/ Pet Exchange Register RORCEID Wil o 8 (I5chha
: W ot : : - re ease con
_ YR B s, Oakien s || e 1 |3, CliEifieds
‘ ' | ! =1 " © . "'." ! .EI'I ICation numuer. luke@hudsongroup.com.au {01300 656 mJ
LA cmovad
‘ § 2 : = 1 REdgum Firewood adf&fﬁ:g‘:nﬂ;&ﬁtﬁgﬁs&n{?me
Stump Grinding Quality Gippsland Redgum: bl s e N Positions Vacant
S$450m3, Stringy Bark: identificati ber i
$350m°, Mixed: $400m® [ € ORI S 2
N/ Painters/Decorators Fully Insured ik For further information, &
y %Chssfmds call 136 186 or visit =
1300 666 808 animalwelfare.vic.gov.au ™

WE ARE HIRING!

Several positions available and training will
be provided to all successful applicants.

N Garage Sales

g Interior/ext Commercial/Domestic
s : Decking/pergola/driveways
= High quality Solve the problem * You list it we fix it

m & 8
:; Free quote www.proudpainting.com.au

TREE SERVICE
ABN 20 410 687 524

® Pruning & Removal of

Positions vary from:
Trees & Shrubs

e 12vit/240vlit * Router Operators
Electrical Wiring * | abourers

e Furniture Installers = Roofers/Plumbers

¢ Furniture e Hoist Workers and
Assemblers many more

Come and join us!
9 Webster Way Pakenham VIC 3810
03 5945 4503

hr@avan.com.au

®© Stump Removal
® Hedges

: © Mulching & Mulch Sales ~
A I N T I N G * Fully Qualified ® Full Insurance Cover
S— =

12400498-CG38-18

) * Internal/External

. » Domestic/ FREE QUoTE 0409 14 15 19
| = Commercial Finduson Facebook § rakruyt@aol.com

: * Immediate ~—————————————— Rick Kruyt

12549574-DL20-22

Aftention
* Wallpapering
* Small Plastering
* Driveways
Cleaned & Sealed

12493842-LB19-21 - Ph Ron 0452 452 986

DAWSONS

ﬁﬁ%ﬂh‘iﬁ? TREE SERVICES

e LARGE TREE SPECIALISTS
AA & F&D UNITED PAINTING SERVICES e HEDGE TRIMMING EXPERTS

e Interior & Exterior * Domestic & Commercial

Over 30 years experience { | * STUMP GRINDING o |
X | %" Networke gre
. onestand teasonap o prices {1 | * MULCH AVAILABLE -~ Classifieds 1300666 808

Call Frank on 0411 370 252
» CONSULTING ARBORIST m—
Advertise with ug and | |-Noruss - Nomess - noswens oz | Mo MULZIISIELL onl

get betten nesults ° 9720 5111 , 5, W www.networkclassifieds.com.au
o T -

Hammond Road/45 Hem-
mings Street, Dandenong. 11300 666 808

: DISCRIMINATION IN
ADVERTISING IS

Ph Daniel 0417 336 906. \
- ' ) ) NON CORPORATE RADIOLOGY
AR ([© ) IMAGING CLINIC ESTABLISHED BY A N Positions Vacant “NI-AWFUI-
Re it w ol ' BOMND FHDIOLOGY | CARING & COMPASSIONATE TEAM The Victorian Equal Opportunity Act 1995 makes it
C.ALL: 1 3 oo 66 6 808 Bulk Bill Low Dose CT, Digital X-ray, : s < - unlawful for an advertiser to show any intention to

Ulirasound, Digifal Dental X-ray & Dexa _ discriminate on the basis of sex, pregnancy, race, age,

Sean QR code for easy online booking sysiem .E.I“"".' .,f,.% marital status, political or religious belief or physical
o OPEN 7 DAYS « 9132 5073 PR

features, disability, lawful sexual activity/sexual
- .'H' !l. —
Unit 2, 1 Stephenson Street, Pakenham I-= gz

orientation, HIV/AIDS status or on the basis of being
1 HUUR EM EHG EN cY PLUMBI“G info@bondradiology.com.au = www.bondradiology.com.au Iili::; g gt

associated with a person with one of the above
¢ Changeover Hot Water Services SEWER BLOCKAGES -

characteristics, unless covered by an exception under
the Act. As Network Classifieds could be legally liable if
* Burst Water Pipes MACHINE CLEANED
* (as Fittings HIGH PRESSURE WATER

an unlawful advertisement is printed, Network
ESTABLISHED 30 YEARS JET CLEANING

Classifieds will not accept advertisements that appear to
break the law. For more information about

STANDARD RATES ON COMPETITIVE PRICE

WEEKENDS GUARANTEED

discrimination in advertising, contact your legal advisers
or the Equal Opportunity Commission.

G.J Law P/L Lic No 48097 gjlawplumbing.com.au

7 DAYS 0419 136 181 - 0419 136 151

&= Motoring
Trailers

NEW
STAFF?

Anytime, Anyplace

Get 10% Discount
Use code: EMPDISC

12496966-LB23-21
1 2400545 B3ETH

Professional Services

W Medical

~

Are you experienced in sales and enjoy
dealing with customers over the phone?

TELEPHONE SALES
Inbound/Outbound

Our Classifieds team is looking for a motivated,

—_
Find it i" me passionate and reliable individual who loves a

challenge and enjoys a fast paced team environment.

1158529-PB42-14

[ " ROOF RESTORATION

* Replace BrokenTiles % Cleaning Roofs/Gutters/Downpipes
* Re-Bedding & Pointing % Roof Spraying (3 coats acrylic paint)

| * 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quote Work close to home with free onsite parking at
™ chris: 0410 584 435 e Carlos: 0414 393 700 our office in Pakenham. Your day will be kept busy

JW

12475470

Buy & Sell in our

Motoring

servicing existing clients and making cold outbound

R cals 0 gin now business
Experience in advertising sales is an advantage,
SUPER SERVICE BIN HIRE

2 CUBIC METRE BINS FROM $180 = % Netml‘k. @ but not essential.
ﬂCIaSSIfIEdS To apply send your resume with covering

BIN SIZES 2-3-4-5 AND 6 CUBIC METRES
UNWANTED CARS REMOVED FREE letter to: Classified Advertising Manager
sales@networkclassifieds.com.au @q&“ﬁm

FAST FRIENDLY AND EFFICIENT SERVICE | @ 1300 666 808

9793 9970 - 0419 514 977
Your local paper has brought

Need Iocal Sta = together local employers

Then give us the jOb... and local employees for

generations... i =
3 Network @ Call our Network Classifieds team on ‘, '
W Cassifieds 1300 666 608 or omall us g -4
- sales@networkclassifieds.com.au - '"f . .
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12479876-8605:21

CARAVAN Olympic, 20ft

3" tandem, 2011. Two _
singles, full ensuite, wash- | section of Network Classifieds.

ing machine. Set up for | Network e gre

free camping, solar, bat- @ﬂanSIﬁeCIS
teries, etc. Many, many 21300 666 808
extras, excellent condi-

tion. $42,500 ONO. Pak- CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE!

enham. 0412 524 215 networkclassifieds.com.au

12386255-0J19-18

202218001 -CG18-22




SPORT

By Jonty Ralphsmith

That'’s what you call a statement game.

Dandenong Stingrays midfielder Jai Culley
was too big and strong in the Colgate Young
Guns v Vic Metro game at Avalon Airport Oval

on Saturday 7 May.

Culley's 17 and 18-year-old opponents
couldn’t lay a hand on him.

Eligible for the mid-season draft on
Wednesday 1 June, 13 clubs nominated to
watch Culley as the game provided scouts with
an opportunity to assess the best young talent
pitted against each other.

The 19-year-old vindicated the hype with
contested marks and excellent disposal by
hand and foot in a first-half masterclass.

That’s before you mention his four goals.

The best of that quartet saw him use his
trademark raking kick to receive a handball

and convert on the run from 55.

“He’s certainly the best 19-year-old in the
NAB League — there’'s no doubt about that,”
Rays coach Nick Cox said, admitting his bias.

He did all that with no competitive footy
under his belt since Dandenong’s round two
clash on Sunday 10 April due to a minor shoul-
der injury.

He fell away in the second half after receiv-
ing a heavy hit midway through the match -
and probably owing to a lack of match-fitness
after his time on the sidelines - but by then
there was no way back for Vic Metro.

“He was super clean, used his size and
strength well in contests, he was physical and
he just executed really well and made things
look very smooth and very easy,” Young Guns
coach Matt O’Connor said.

“He was clearly at the level if not setting a
standard for the level.”

While Culley’s hardness and bodywork were
eye-catching, his work-rate has been equally
pleasing for Cox this season.

In 2021, he averaged 11 disposals and a goal

-

Culley showcases class

Jai Culley is attracting plenty of attention after a strong few games to start the season. 280519

from his nine games, playing as a medium for-
ward but lacked the conditioning to reach his
potential in the midfield.

This year Culley has the tank to play as a
grunt inside midfielder and has turned his size
into muscle after a vigorous off-season with

Picture: JAZZ BENNETT

Dandenong Strength and Conditioning coach
Ben Benson.

That work has translated into more oppor-
tunities for possession, greater cleanliness and
more balanced running patterns.

“From where he has come from to where he

is now — he has just learnt to train like an elite
player and credit to him for the stuff he has
done away from us,” Cox said.

“If he can't impact a contest he’s getting into
a position defensively or offensively to be in-
volved in the next chain of possession.”

The Rays have known what Culley has been
capable of for a little while.

He didn't have the linear journey through
the Dandenong ranks, missing the cut for the
under 16s squad, but then Dandenong talent
manager Darren Flanigan and Cox found their
man on a wet night in 2019.

Culley’s game in an interleague bout at
Lloyd Park in Langwarrin was a microcosm of
the traits that have given him a supreme repu-
tation in the NAB League.

He retains his laid-back spark, but now with
greater perspective and professionalism, Cul-
ley would fit right in on an AFL list according
to Cox.

The coach believes he is a consummate
teammate, a perspective shared by fellow
Stingrays midfielder Nick Collier.

“At training, Jai drives the standard with his
hard work and competitive nature and is very
mature in the way he conducts himself,” Col-
lier said.

“At the same time, [he is] always up for a
chat and is a great person to talk to as he seems
legitimately interested in what you do and
where you are from.

“He is looked up to by the group because of
his large presence — when the game is tough,
everyone knows Jai will be up for the chal-
lenge.”

On the field, performances like Saturday
reinforce why he has recruiters’ tongues wag-
ging.

“He’s 192 (centimetres), strong, kicks it well,
marks it strongly overhead and is really aggres-
sive around the footy,” Cox said.

“He really is the prototype of what midfield-
ers look like at the AFL level now.”

By Lachlan Mitchell

Redemption was at front of mind for Dande-
nong when it faced the Moorabbin Kanga-
roos on home soil.

Dandenong suffered a gruelling 72-point
loss to Lyndhurst last round and were looking
to re-write the script coming into the clash.

A fired-up Redlegs were out for blood in
the first quarter leaping out to a quarter time

lead.

Philip Muscat and Louis Nichols made
their impact felt on the scoreboard to give
their side an eight-point quarter time lead.

The game continued to sway Dandenong’s
way, with a five goal to four behind second
quarter giving the home-side a 35-point lead
going into the main break.

The second-half was where the Kangaroos
fired up through Aaron Robins and Zdenek
Hostalek who combined to hit the score-
board.

The Redlegs had to rally to keep the Kan-
garoos at bay to maintain the advantage go-

ing into the final break.

Lawrence Webb continued to impact the
scoreboard and steady the Dandenong ship
to give his side a very handy 49-point three-
quarter time advantage.

In the last-quarter Dandenong began to
spread it's wings kicking six majors to run out
75-point victors.

Philip Muscat finishing the day with five
majors while Louis Nichols and Bailey Friend
booted three goals each.

The Redlegs would be happy with the
share of goals with nine players firing home
majors in the 19.8 122 to 6.11 47 win.

The win see’s Dandenong move into fifth
place with an even 3-3 start to season 2022.

Frankston had a thumping win over the
Doveton Eagles at Overport Park.

The Dolphins piled on 37-goals to four in
the 227-point win.

m—— ’ r

-

Redlegs regain bounce with strong win over Kangaroos

Dandenong even the ledger at 3-3 in season 2022. 281145

Richard Mathers had the ball on a string
with 12 goals in the comprehensive victory.

Hallam also had a day to remember cruis-
ing over Hampton by 109-point at home.

The Hawks kept Hampton goal-less in the
first half putting on 17-goals to three-quarter
time.

Hallam’s Jack Sharlassian kicked eight
goals in his sides win, keeping his side sec-
ond on the ladder.

Lyndhurst had its tail up when it inflicted
another loss to the struggling Cerberus.

Jarryd McGrath continued his good form
booting seven goals in his side’s 141-point win.

The Lightnings defence was at its best
keeping the winless Cerberus to one-goal to
half-time.

Lyndhurst kicked into second gear kicking

10.10 in the last quarter to hammer home the
advantage.

South Mornington played out a thriller
with Lyndale getting over the line by 10
points. An inaccurate Tigers outfit held off a
fast-finishing Lyndale outfit to hold on.

SOUTHERN DIVISION 4
RESULTS- ROUND 6

South Mornington 12.23 95 v Lyndale 12.12
84,Dandenong 19.8 122 v Moorabin Kanga-

Picture: DRFC FAC EBDOK

roos 6.11 47, Hallam 20.12 132 v Hampton
3.5 23,Lyndhurst 25.23 173 v Cerberus 5.2
32, Frankston Dolphins 37.32 254 v Doveton
Eagles 4.3 27

LADDER

Frankston Dolphins 24, Hallam 20, Lynd-
hurst 16, South Mornington 16, Dandenong
12, Lyndale 8, Moorabbin Kangaroos 8,
Hampton 8, Doveton Eagles, Cerberus 0

FIXTURE -ROUND 7
Lyndale v Hallam, Lyndhurst v South Morn-
ington, Hampton v Frankston Dolphins,

Doveton Eagles v Dandenong, Moorabbin
Kangaroos v Cerberus.
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Wow She’s Fast...history is being made at Sandown. 281128

Picture: SUPPLIED

Million Dollar Baby

By Peter Quilty

‘Wonder Woman’ Wow She’s Fast is well on the
way to joining the sport’s exclusive ‘million-
aires’ club.

Victoria’s sprinting queen will attempt to
reign supreme in next week’s $100,000 to-the-

winner Group 1 Sapphire Crown (515m) — and
if the crown fits, wear it!

She was simply sensational at Sandown
Park on Thursday with a stunning 29.19sec
heat win — around four lengths off her incred-

ible 28.93sec personal best, which is the fourth
fastest ever at the Lightwood Road venue.

McArdle Medal win proves Wilson is premium Panther

By Tyler Lewis

Talented all-rounder Matt Wilson has collected
Dandenong Cricket Club’s ultimate individual
honour.

In his first season at the club after playing
48 First XI matches for Carlton, Wilson has
claimed the prestigious McArdle Medal, a peer
voted valuable player award.

The award is in honour of Dandenong — and
Vic Premier Cricket - legend Brendan McArdle,
who compiled a whopping 9281 runs and took
271 wickets across his 380-match career.

Wilson won the award off the back of 29
wickets @ 20.59 and 276 runs @ 23.

In the middle of a coming-of-age season
Wilson spoke to the Journal, revealing the op-
portunity, responsibility as vice-captain and
chance to lead an attack all brought the best
out of him.

“I guess coming down to Dandenong, we

dandenong.starcommunity.com.au

But as the race caller so descriptively com-
mented: “There were a few heart flutters... she
gave everyone palpitations.”

Prepared at Pearcedale by Jacqui Gree-
nough, Wow She’s Fast ($1.20F) was last early
and had some work to do. But in the style of a
true champion, she picked herself up from the
canvas to land her 10th win from 15 starts in-
cluding eight from 10 over this track/distance.

Wow She’s Fast — winner of the inaugural
TAB Phoenix and G3 Launching Pad — will spi-
ral her earnings to a staggering $1,047,370 if

she wins the final.
She was the $3.00 ‘All In’ favourite prior to

It was a season to remember for Matt Wilson. 280927

were obviously lacking bowlers, given how
many we'd lost from last year's first's team,” he
said in January.

commencement of the Sapphire Crown series.

But she is sure to have a serious battle on
her hands after her kennel-mate Levitation
($6.10), clocked a scintillating 29.06sec best of
the night heat win.

‘Team Greenough' has an ‘embarrassment
of riches in the final. Levitation — which fin-
ished seventh to Wow She’s Fast in the Launch-
ing Pad - brought up her sixth win (all at San-
down Park) from 20 starts.

She was $21.00 in nominal betting.

Greenough'’s husband, Kel, won the 2009
Sapphire Crown with Cindeen Shelby.

Picture: DCC SOCIALS

“I guess I am taking on a bit more respon-
sibility down at Dandenong, being more of a
frontline bowler.

Tuesday, 17 May, 2022 |

Ray utility
Harbour
City bound

By Tyler Lewis

Jaide Anthony is the first cab off the rank
in a stupendous class of Dandenong
Stingrays.

When it’s all said and done, the 2022
Rays Girls program will go down in the
club’s history as one of the most impres-
sive groups of talent.

Anthony was selected by new AFLW
club — the Sydney Swans — and will em-
bark on a career at the top level later this
year.
The utility has been on the cusp of
AFIW honours for quite some time now,
after impressing in the NAB AFLW Carni-
val last season.

Anthony kicked a goal in six of her
seven matches with the Rays this sea-
son, kicking multiple goals on three oc-
casions.

The exciting talent had the oppor-
tunity to really fill her boots in round 2
against Gippsland Power, kicking 1.5 to
go with her 26 disposals.

In a statement made by the Sydney
Swans, Anthony revealed her excitement
— and disbelief — of the news she was
heading to the Harbour City.

“I'm so excited to be with the Swans
and am so keen to get started,” she said.

“When my manager told me I was
joining the club I didn't believe him, I got
quite emotional.

“It's been quite a journey, a lot of ups
and downs. It was obviously disappoint-
ing not to get drafted last year but I put
in the hard yards to get here and am just
so grateful to get this opportunity.”

Anthony is one of many expected
draftees for the Stingrays this season,
others include potential top five selec-
tion Amber Clarke, steady defender Mac
Eardley and exciting mature-ager Sarah
Hosking.

It has been a long time coming for Jaide
Anthony 229039.
Picture: STEWART CHAMBERS

“I am one player with a bit more experience
down at the Club, so I feel I need to put a bit
more of a foot forward for the team and take
more responsibility.

“The leadership was a bit of a surprise, but
it is something to look forward to that I could
potentially become a future captain of the club
in years to come.

“Like any player in the First XI, they all want
to play higher honours.

“The goal has always been there to reach
my potential as high as possible and with the
opportunity now (at Dandenong), it is only my
fault if [ can’t grab that opportunity.

“I can’t blame opportunity; the opportunity
is there... it is all me now.”

Wilson joins modern greats James

Nanopoulos, Tom Donnell, Brett Forsyth and
Warren Ayres as a winner of the McArdle Med-
al.
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INDEPENDENCE WITH SUPPORT YOU CAN COUNT ON

SERVICED APARTMENTS AVAILABLE NOW!

Assisted-living in a serviced apartment comes with

“ support that makes lite easier, like housekeeping
@9 e and a chetf-prepared meal. With all that extra
l

1 support it creates more time for you to do the

J things you love!

B Kitchenette, ensuite, and separate bedroom.

B Housekeeping and chef-prepared meals.

B Access to call bells monitored 24 hours a day by
our on-site staff.

B Customise your care by choosing to add extra
services as they are needed.

B Driced from $565,000.

Best of all, the serviced apartments are positioned
in the heart of the village, with easy access to all the
village amenities. Secure an apartment with just a
$10,000 deposit.*

*T&Cs apply

Call our sales team or scan the QR code
to book your private tour.

NELLIE MELBA VILLAGE

2 Collegium Avenue, Wheelers Hill, 1800 314 425

rymanhealthcare.com.au

12547387 -AV20-22

HEALTHCARE

AThHS
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